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In which you. have the moſt remarkable paſſages 
\ which have fallen out in the ſix Moneths ſervice there, | 


divers Queſtions concerning the Covenant of Grace Oe 


are br 7 . 
| tion, &Cc. iefly — cher _ Joll- [es 


Particularly, there is preſented ns in| 


| which the Miniſters together with the truth, have 
| ſuffered by reproaches and falſhoodsin printand otherwiſe, | 


The chief points inſiſted on in thoſe Conferences are, 

pL Whether private men might lawfuily Preach, 

2. Whether the Xfinifters ofthe Church of England were Antichriflian.| . 

| Both which Queſtions were diſputed , Objections anſwered, and the 
Truth coofirmed, | 

3. Andlaſtly,Divers of 2/.Erbary*s dangerous errours which he broach-| ; 
ed and maintained, are recited and refured, | 
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we can do nothing againſt the Truth bat for the Truth,2 Cor.1 3.8. 
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The Righr Honourable 


THn£rt 


LORDS and COMMONS 
Aſſembled 1n High Court 


OF 
PARLIAMENT. 


=2E Hen you deſcended fo low, as to make 
/& choice of us to Preach to the learned V- 
niverſity and famous City of OxroRp, 
wee durſt not performe blind obedience, 
wee conſulted God and our conſciences, 
our friends and Brethren ; we looked up- 
onthe ſervice as a taske par animo Alexan- 
dri, and our friends looke{] upon our obed1ence to your Or- 
ders, tanquam obedientie prodigium, Wee conſidered that 
Go Þ doth uſually make uſe of weake inſtruments in 
great and high ſ:rvices, that all the glory may be aſcribed 
to God alone, to whom all theglory is due, becauſe he warks 
all our works in us aud for us. Wecame hither with {clfe-de- 
nying thoughts, being confident that God who called us to 
a new ſervice, would give us new abilities, and raife our ſpl- 
rits as high as our work. We know each impotent creature 
moved by the inſtinR of nature,doth adventure upon its own 
Fr i gr oh oo: ons 


_—— - ww 


" JE 
D. roy, > 


——— 
* 


(2) 
particular hurt for the general good. Philoſo phy bath taught 
us that we malt not love what 1s good UpPOon private grounds b 
_ withreſpe& to our own particular intereſt, or private good; 
an 1experience tels us,that great things have been brought to 
paſk by weak and incon{iderable mans. We are aſhamed to 
be outvied by the gallantry of that noble Queen, who -with 
reſolution abo ze her ſex cryed out magnanimouſly, /f 7 periſh, 
Tperiſh : we reſolved therefore torun any courſe(and deprive 
our {elves of that ſweet content we took 1n more retired em- 
ployments, more {utable to our abilities) that the publique 
might be more furthered, and God more honoured, though 
Naz, Orat 20. WE had periſhed in the wark : this 1s (as Nazianz*n ſpeaks ) 
the law of Martyrdome,neither to feek danger, nor feare it. 

It is now requifite that we ſhould 1n this our laſt moneth, 
give you ſom? account of this halfe years ſervice ; our ene- 
mies will aflure you,that-we have been true to our principles, 
and you know we were ſent to beare wimn:ſſe to the truth. We 
muſt needs ſubſcribe to that zealous expreiſion of Zzinglins, 
Duas non opartet mortes precligere---1mo in quan profundam 
inferni abyſſum non intrare, quam contra conſcientiam atteſtari * 
It is morede!irable to go to hell, then to witneſle any rhing 
againſt our conſcience. Matthew Parirrelates a ſtory of one 

Anno 1253: that was not afraid to {peak the truth upon his death-bed. 
The Fryers, ſaith he, ad the Prelates are all Hereticks ; the 
Fryers for not reproving the Prelates, andthe Prelates for con- 
ferring Benefices upon unworthy perſons, We have ſpoken as if 
we had been upon our death-beds, ſure we are, they will not 
pronounce us guilty of the Fryers Herefie. 

The corruptions of men do many times by an over-rulins 
providence prove the occaſions of tulfilling the promiſes of 
God ; lies are made ſudſervient to truth, and envy to charity, 
by the wiſe diſpoſal of the God of Heaven 2 a ſweet experi- 
ment whercof we his deſpiſed ſervants have met withall in 
th: reſalt of the enſuing coaferences,touching which we find 
men of different minds. Some of dce> judgement and(as we 
hope )good aff:&ions, do much wonder why the Miniſters 
ſent down by the Paaliament to Oxford, would-condeſcend to 
dipute with men who have not kill cither to diſcerne the 
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(3) 

Drengthof others arguments,or the weakenefſe of their own; 
anſwers, much lefle the ſufficiency of anſwers given to their 

reaſons for fatisfation, It will be requiſite therfore to lay 

downe the grounds and reafons which moved the Miniſters 

then preſtizt , toyeeld to any ſuch private meetings at their 

firſt coming to Oxford. 2 

The truth is,they found the Vniverſity & City much cor- 

rupted, ard divers hopetull men in both , very much unſet- 

led ; they perceived that it was not poſſible to inſirudt, con- 

vince, refor me, and ſetr]e even ingenuous men, unleſle there 

were fome private exerciſe allowed in which they might 

have ſome frejncly conference , withcut any wrangling de- 

bate, with theſe unfet]ed but hcpefull men. 

It was far from the intention of the Miniſters npon the 

place, to receive ſuch as were weake tn the faith to dent ifell aiſ- 

putat:ons, notwithſtanding they knew themſelves obliged ro N9P+147 
beare the infirmities of the weake , and durſt not pleaſe them- 

ſelves,no nor others,any further then might make for edifica- 

tion, They did not thinke themfelves too high for commur- 

nion and fellowſhip of ordinary faints, much leffe did they 

conceive themſelves Loras of the peoples faith; they knew that 

the ableſt Miniſters may be eſtabliſhed and comforted by the 
experiments of grown Chriſtians, for even the Apoſtle him- SY 
ſc}fe defires, that he and his Romans might be comforted toge- mow bat 02 
ther by the mutuall fatth of cne another ; and therefore howe- aps 
ver it would in arationall way have ſeemed more for their 1inus paraturs 
advantage to have admitted none to the meeting but prudent efſ+ corſolatio- 
2nd well accompliſhed Chriſtians, and more agrecable to nem &« adifiea- 
reaſon,to let every one bear his owne burthen , and to converſe ; : way" pen : 
with thoſe onely who are not burthenſome, but heipeſull be- ,,m an Fri 
cauſe ſtrong Chriſtians, yet they did know it 15 their duty to ipſius prebere, 
help others and deny them{clves , to ſupport the weake, and Picksoz in loc. 
beare with their weakneſſe,and not ſek to pleaſe themſelves, © D. Sclater 
but Chriſt, who commands them to beare the infirmitics of loa hs 
the weake,and forbids them to pleaſe themſelves, Rom. 15.1, ah 
and hercupon though they forcſaw that this exerciſe would Row, 5.2.3: 
load them with unpleafing burthens and cenſures, yet they 


reſolved nog to pleaſe themſelves, but to pleaſure even weake 
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(4) 
Chriſtians for their good to edefication, at (hriſt pleaſed not bim2 
elfe, : 
: + IO the Miniſters were affure] that there were fome 
weak Chriſtians, who would be very willing to give them a 
private mecting, but would by no means be perſwaded to re- 
paire to the Pariſh-Churches, the conſtant plac? of publique 
mectings; now the Miniſters thought fit that theſe weak bre- 
thren for whom Chrift dyed ſhould be tenderly reſpe&ed, and 
not given over as loft ſbeepe, | 
Betgcs there were ſome of the Varrerfiy who had been 
taught rhat there were certain vacuities in the Morall law, 
Vide Tertullia- that Chriſt was a Prizſt after the order of Aaron, that a con= 
23 Apologer, ſtellation ot Goſpell-graces and ſincere obedience to the 
Minut. Fel, Whole Goſpell make men capab'c of the pardon of ſin, and do 
Pliny Ep. &c as conditions qualifie beleevers for juſtification, &c, The Mi- 
Conventus b3%- ;Yorg therefore are not aſhamed to profeſſe that the intent 
Rl tur , Of their meeting was not only tofſatishe ſcrupulous men, and 
reſolve caſes of conſcience, a ſervice of no mean concerniment, 
and fuch as could not be performed in a fatisfaRory way 
without a conference ; but they defired to ſet up a kind of 
Catechiſme-Le&ure, by way of conference, and that the rather 
becanke they knew all that ſtood 1n need of catechifing, would 
not brook the ordinary way of catechiſing by Queſtion and 
Anſwer, the firſt being eſteemed more friendly and familiar, 
and this latter accounted (by men as proud as they are igno- 
rant) too Magiſteriall. 
The Miniſters faw it neceſſary to lay downe the firſt prin- 
ciples of the docrin of Chriſt, namely the foundation of re- 
pentance from dead works, and faith towards God, and ac- 
cordingly they did clearly explain the doarins of juſtificatio 
and Regeneration,they did ſt open the treaſures of the cove- 
nant of Grace,and ſhew unto the people by what means they 
might get an intereſt ia Chriſt;by what evidences they might 
clear that intereſt, and how they might improve it to their 
beſt advantage, Therefore ſeeing they have this Miniſtry they 
Faint not, but renounce the hidden things of diſhoneſty ( which 
might put them to ſhame) not walkin 


g #1 craſtineſſe nor havdlig 
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(5) 
Bave commended themſelves to every mans conſcience in the habe 
of God, 2 (or.4,1, 2. And that the Goſpel which they hauc 
vindicated may not be hid, they publiſhed Propofitions or 
Theſes rothe world, which they did afſ-rt and evince by un- 
denyable Arguments at their ſevera!] exerciſes from the 4*h of 
September till the x 2th of November, 3s 
You may pleaſe further to underſtand; there were ſeverall 
Rures for the better regulating of- theſe meetings. 
x. That the Miniſters deputed to ſtate the point and keep 
order, ſhould begin and conclule the exerciſe with prayer, 
2. That the Principall queſtion ſhould be propounded a: 
Week before it was (tated and determined, that every one 
might npon maturedeliberationdcliver his judgment, or ex- 
periments for the edification of the company that met. 
© 3, That ſuch Queſtions only ſhould be propounded as did 
tend to the clearing of ſome weighty point of faith, worſhip, 
or obedience, that all nicettes and ſubtilties might be waved, 
and that Truth which is according to godlineſſe. manifeſted 
and maintained. | 
4, That nothing ſhould be begun or carried on in that 


meeting through ſtrife or vain-glory, but all proceedings. 


ſhould be in lowlinefſe of mind and brotherly love, that they 
might in honour prefer one another and ſhey that each did 
eſteem another better then himſelte, i 
5. Thatno man ſhould be interrupted, unlefſe he ſeemed 
tediouſly impertinent to him who was appointed to keep 
order, | 
6. That none ſhould advance this or any other private 
mettin2 1n oppoſition to, or contempt of publick Ordinan- 
ces, but every one be carefull to beacfit himſelfe by this cxer- 
Ciſc, that he might be the better prepared for all ſolemn wor- 
ſhip,fervice, and ordinances in publique. 


The Apoſtles made it their buſineſſe by teaching from houſe 


to houſe, in private to prepare Chriſtians for pablick wor- 
ſhip, and to unite them that they might with zeal andiſted- 
faſtneſſe continue, 1, In the defirine delivered by the Apoſtles : 
2, Inall Chriſtian fellowſhip. 3. More eſpecially in that ine 
unate fcllowſhip or communion # breakzrg of bread. 4 10 
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prayers, Afi.2.40. The Miniſters intended by this exerciſe to 


unite the godly Citizens and Schollers, 1. that they might be 
etabliſh'd in the de&rine delivered by the A poſi les tothe Saints: 
2. unitcd in all bands of Chriſtian freindihip & communions 
3. be prepared for the holy communion of che body & bleud 
of Chriſt, and in a word, for all oftices of piety and charity; 
and when they were made more profitable hearers, and wor- 
thy communicants, we did not doubt but all that lived and 
converſed together in City or Vniverſity (for whoſe benefit 
the exerciſe was intended)would upon all occaſions be kind- 
ly affettioned to one another, and watch over one axother with a 
godly and freindly jealoufie, provoke one axother to piety, and 
upon every good opportuni: y according to their ſeveral abi- 
lities inſtru, admoniſh,reprove,cxhort,cncourage, comfort 
recover, ſupport, relcive, ſerve one another in love and pru- 
dence, as their ſeverall nrceſſities ſhould require ; this was 
the dangerous deligne of the Miniſters ſent from the Parlia- 
ment, which they are not aſhamed by tneſe preſents to pub- 
liſh to the world : which was to nouriſh,continue, andin- 
creaſe communion between the Saints, that there might be a- 
ſpirituall and happy exchange of gifts, graces, and experi- 
ments between Miniſters and ſtrong Chriſtians , that both 
might be better enavled to bear the heavieſt burdens and the 
manifold infirmitics of weake Chriſtians, If Miniſters ſpend 
their ſtrength in reſolving perplexed caſes, clearing obſcure 
points, in catechiſing the ignorant, confirming the unſetled, 
comforting the diſtreſſed, reducing the ſedxced,ſure this is the 


way to be helpers of the peoples joy, and furtherers of their 


owne account, this as rhey humbly conceived , was the beſt 
way to put cvery meber of Chriſts boay into its proper place, 
that bath in theſe times of diſtraction been diſlccated or diſ- 
Joynted,that there may be no hereſie nor (chiſmor as little as 
may be, tut(by 1hat Which every joynt ſupplyeth according to the 
mutuall ſerviceableneſſe andeffettuall Working in the meaſure of 
every part) the whole body may be increaſed by the edification of 
[elfe,ana every part in love,every part growing up in all thing s 


nto ( briſt Who is our head,our life,our all,Ephe. 4.15 16. 
Inthe workes of Reycrend M,Rogers now with God, we 
Do les EE. 
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read that in the year 15898, that memorable year, fome deyo- 
ted Chriſtians ( that were diligent frequenters of publick 
Aſmblies with rhe people of God) mer alſo in:privatc, and 
did by conference unite themfelves, and ſoſtrengthen one a- 
nother againſt their corruptions, that the devill himfel? and 
all their enemies were never ablc to diffolve that happy uni- 
on; but let our Theſes ſpeak for us.. 


Duet, 1, (oncerning JuSlification, what it is ? 
I, {t is the gracious ſentence of God, 1. Rem. 8. 1.3. 34. | 
2. Wherein he freely forgives all the :, Rom 3. 24,25.26. Gali:. 2.16, & 
fins of beleevers, ., _ C?P. 3+ 2Þ. fill. 13438,35, 
3. And accents their perſons as righte- 34 Rom. 4 5, 6, 7. 
ons, . 
4: In and for the righteouſnefſe of 4. Roms 19 Gal. 3 20, Eph. 1.6; 
Chriſt. | 
5. Given to them by God. 5+ Rom. 5.15,16.17,2 Cor. 5, 22. 
| Concerning the forgiveneſſe of ſins, 
Oueſt. 2. Whether all the ſins of beleevers paſt, preſent, 
and to come, arc in Luftification at once and in one ſentence 
pardoned ? 
1. By that ſentence whereby a beleever is declared righte- 
ous in the ſight of God, for and in the rightecuſneſſe of Teſas 
Chriſt beſtowed on him, his ſins are freely remitted unto him, 
and he ſtands diſcharged in the light of (30d from the guilt of 
them, and from the condemnation which the law pronoun- 
ccth againſt them, Rom. 4.6. Hebr. 8.12; 
2. Guilt of fin may be confidered two wayes, 
I. As it cleaveth to ſin and importeth a deſerving of pu- 
niſhment, and this is every where, where ſin 15.3 even 
inthe godly themſelves, Pſal.143. 2. Pſal.130.3. 
2. As it redounds to the perſon, actually ſubjeRing him 
to the curſe. 
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thelaw, and before-he is under grace, for it is the law which 
worketh wrath, Row.4.15 (Rom.6.1 4 « Rom,$.1. 

| 4. Sincannot properly be ſaid to be pardoned to a perfon 
before it be committed, for where {1N1s not, guilt is not ; and 
where guilt is not on 2 perion, 1t cannot be faid by a pardon 
tobe removed from him : but the fins of an unregenzrate man 
when he is juſtified are aQuaPy pardoned, that is, the obliga- 
tion of the perſon under wrath by reaſon of theſe fins is taken 
offfrom him, and-he tranſliced under grace ; and the finnes 
which he commits after regeneration ſo far forth as they have 
any kind of guil: in them, fo far forth they may be ſaid to be 
ſill forgiven tohim, Af5ch.7.13.P/alme 5 1.9. 

- Forunderſtandiny whereof we may note, 

I. That as (in 15damnable 1n it f:If, fo where it continues 
to be, it would continue to damne;if the pardon once given, © 
ſhould not likewiſe be continued to the perion to whom it is 
given, Now theſe are two things and two ads of grac: ; to 
Inſtfie a perſon, and to continue the Grace of Iuſtification to 
him ; for God might{if ſuch had been his pleafare)pardon fin 
paſt, and cave a finner under the power of fin incaſe he com- 
mitted it afterward, to bring_a new gwlc upon him unte 
death, as of it {elf it is apt to do : fo that as a ſtonein a buil- 
ding is of it elf apt to fall downward, and fo would do if the 
building ſhould not continue, ſo fin in a juſtified perſon is apt 
to condetnne,and would condemne him as well as any other, 
if God ſhould not continue toyuſtifie, or multiply to pardon 
Iſay $5-7- et 

2. We may note that God may be conſidered two wayes, 
1. As a Iudge procceding againſt MalefaRors according 

to the law which inflicth acurſe, Row.4 15. 
2. Asafather procceding againſt offending children with 
 _angerand diſpleaſure; fo the Lord may be angry with 
_ tisown peopk, E/a.64.8,9. Exed.4.14-. 
Anunjuſtificd perſon ſinniog is an enemy;under the curſe of 
God as a judge, a juſtified perſon ſinning is a ſonne under the 
anger and diſpleaſure of God as a father, So that there is a 
guilt ſubje&ing the one toa legal curſe,and a guilt ſubjeRing 
— tixothertoapaternall diſpleaſure, 
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If then'it be asked' in what ſenſe Juſtified perſons miy and 
do askepardon of fin committed by them after juſtification 
WeLone.- Ts = 

1. Inregard of lega!l condemnation, fo we daily askethe 
continuance of the pardon already granted ; for itis one thing 


to pardon, and another to continue to pardon, or to preſerve 


toa perſon that intereſt ina pardon once pronounced, which 


he if he wereleft to himklfe would by every fin after forfeit 


and caſt away,'2 Sam. 7.25. Heb.8.12, 

2. In regard of patcernall diſplcaſure, ſo-we daily aske the 
recovery of his gracious and fatherly countenance towards 
as,and the removall of that anger which our fins might juſtly 
provoke againſt us, P/al.51.9,12, Pſal.6.1. 

3. In pardon is conſiderable, | 
x. The generall ſentence once pronounced ina mans 
firſt tranilation from nature to grace, | 
2. The. particular application of that grace with re- 
ſpe&s to particular fins, as they arc daily or occa- 
Gonally committed, In which ſenſe Remiſſion al- 
ready granted in the covenant of grace is by be- 
leevers ſued forth and pleaded withreſpe& to their 
daily fins, and Chriſts continuall intcrceding for 
th:m, 1 Job.2.1,2. Hebr.y.24,25. 

4. Sin1s id to be fofgiven two wayes, x, In the court of 
the Indge, which is 1n our firſt tranſlation from nature to 
grace. 2, In the conſcience of the ſinner reading his own par-. 
don, and in this ſenſe we daily pray for more full revelation 
and manifeſtation thereot to us. 


DOneſt. How may a man know that he is Jaſtified? — _ 
Ref. x The Spirit doth teſtific in the written word that all. 
I. Who belceve in lefus Chriſt, i. Gal.3. 6. Ioh- 1. 12. 
2, Love him in ſincerity, 

3. And the brethren for his fake, 
4. Call upon God in Chriſts name, 


3+ 14 Joh. 3. 14. 


5. Mortific the deeds and luſts of the 5. Rom. 8. 13. Galat. 5. 244 
fleſh, | | 

6. Walk in and after the Spirit,are juſti= 6 Rom-.1.Gal.$-25- 
_ 2 me © 2, The 


 &. Eph. 6.24. 1 Toh, 4: 16, 19; 


4, Rom. 8.15, 16. and cap. 10. 13s , 


(x0 ) 


Rom. 8.30 29; The Spirit doth work all faving graees inour- hearts 


1 Cor. 6.11. which are parts of Sanftification, evidences of Inſtification, 
np g. 12. the fraits and earncit of glory. — | 
han, 3. The Spirit doth when and as he pleaſeth, freely diſcover 
13,19. thok graces { which he- hath. wrought 1n onc hearts )to our 
Eph3.17. 


conſciences, and fo doth witneſle together with our conſci- 
pac ' ence, that weare the {ons of God, and move us to cry, Abbe,. 
Galais” father. | | 
Gal.q.5,6, 4. Every fincere Chriſtian ought humbly and thankfully to- 
Rom.8.15. receive this teſtyumony of the Spirit when it 1s vouchſafed un- 
2.loh.y. 9+ 10. 4g him. ” 

Deſt, Of thenſe of the Lawto beleevers: 

1, Thelaw was.grven to mari1n his innacency. as- a Coye- 
nant of life and rightcouſneſſe, requiring perfe& and perye- __ 
tualtobedienceunder the paine of a Curſe, Ga/.3.1o.. 

2. Thelaw by the fall of man became weak and unable to 
jaſtifie, Rom. 8, 3. ſo that none could have been faved if the 
Lord had.not beenpleaſed to make a Covenant of grace. 

3. Since the fallof man the law was publiſhed againe, and 
added to the Coyenant of grace, not as apart of 1t; nor as a: 
ſupplemontto it,but asa uſefull inſtrument to further and pro- 
mote'the purpoſes of the Goſpell, Galat.3.19. Exod, 20.2,3, 
Take it thusthen.,  _ 

Firſt, Negatively, the uſe of the law in the time of grace is 
not to-Juſtifie or ſave:men, Rows, 3:20, Gattt.2,21.0 3.21. nei 
ther yet was it publiſhed purpoſely to condemne and deſtroy 
menz becauſe condemnation was in the world before, Rom. 
5. I 4 

Secondly, Afﬀfrmatively ; but the of it is, 
x. To be a meanes and inftrument- to. drive men to the 
grace which: is revealed in: the Goſpel, by ſhewing. 
_ __ mentheirſin, miſery, and weakneſie, Rom, 3.20.Galat, 
2432: under the curſe of the law. | 
2. ASarule of life and obedienceto- thoſe that arc juſti- 

_ hed"; that having received life; grace, and love, to: 

dve Gods will, they may hereby be dire&ed to the 

knowledge thereof, 1 7ob.5, 2,3. Fam. 2. 10, 114 

1:10b. 3\4. Metths y, 17, 19. Rom. 3.31, for though: 
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(12) 
-grace doth diſpoſe us to doc the will of God, yet the | 
law ſetsforth to us what that will of God is. 
x1. Righteons perſons then are delivered from thelaw as a - 
Covenant of life ; from the curſe and condemnation thereof: 


_ they expeAlife from a better coveriant,Galar.3.13.c. 6. 14. 


2. From the occafionall provocation of the law, that it 
doth not provoke luſt, and cauſe fin to be the more baſic and 
working 1n tis, Row.7.13. | 


. 3 Fromtheflaviſh bondage of the law compelling to ont- 


ward duties,out of feare, without love and delight,Row.8.15 . 


But they are not delivered from the law as the rule of a holy 


life, or from the commanding power of the law; for the crea- 


rare muſt be ſubjeR to the will of the Creator, which will is. 
ſignified to us in thelavy ; for the law1s holy, juſt,good, ſpiri- 
tuall, P/al.19. Rom.7. 12.14.and we arecalled unto holineſle, 
x Thef. 4.7.thereforc we are to learne that holinefle whereun- 
to weare called out of the law, which is holy and good. 

Lueft. How a regenerate and ſanllified perſon may be diftin« 

griſhed from a civill man and the moſt cloſe hypocrite? 
We have formerly heard of the teſtimony ofthe Spirit as he 
Is a Spirit of Adoption, now we deſire to heare ſomething of 
the worke of the Spirit as he is a Spirit of regeneration and 
{anAification. | I 
Anſw, *God in Chriſt by the Holy Ghoſt, working by the a Eph. : r2. 
b word of truth,doth indue time <mortific the lufts,beget and 5 Lir-5-5.6. 
quicken the ſoules of all the 4 Ele& to a fpirituall lite , and © N2h-5-10 
© tranſlate them from a ſtate fof ſin to aſtate of grace and holi- \8; .c 5. 
neſſe, that they may live by # faithand love, and have their Coloc. 1.12. 7 
converſation in Heaven. | e Rom, 5,2. 
Leſt, Whether there be any were then one Covenant of f1 Toh- 5.1.18, 
grace, © © g Philip.3-296 
eAnſ. 1 God hath made a Covenant of Trace with ail the 4 2 Cor. 6, 16. 
ele& in Tefus Chriſt. * F SD Gp 18. 

2. This Covenant isÞ one and the fame for the ſubſtance of b 1 Cor. 10.3.4; 
itboth to Icwsand Gentiles, though inregard of the Aifferent 345 75: 9, 31+ 
manner of diſpenſation it is called ſometimes firft and ſecond, "tg "a7 
ſometimes the old and new Covenant; the Loyiticall diſpen- * 
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x Cor. 1. 12; fation did confilt intemporary and carnalt ordinances, which 


hich. 3.5 werebut ſhadows of theſe heavenly things, which are:more- 
{ clearly revealed by a more excellent miniſtery to the children 
[ of God,diſperſed abroad inſeverall Nations throughout the: 
| world, This cleare difpenfationfince Chriſt is unchangeable, 
| - R is and in regard of theſe ſeyerall reſpeRs forementioned the Co- 
cb 8. 64. 


venant adminiſtred untous 1s faid to be a better Covenant c« 
fabliſhed upon better promiſes. 
_ All that are aftually brought under this holy Covenant 
| have thcir minds inlightned to.know God, their conſciences, 
| purged, hearts purified, and wills ſfubducd by the fear of God, 
they truſt not to their own merits, live not after their owne 
laſts, fall not from. the ſtate of graceagain, but live in ſincere 
conformity to the perfeR and ſpirituall law of God, 
The ſuccefſe. The: ſucceſſe of: our Chriſtian confereaces, whether more © + 
b private or publique, was undeniably great. 

1. Some that ſcrupled the lawtfullneſſe of Infant-Baptiſme 
werereduced and eſtabliſhed by a private conference, when 
we were.engagcd to treat of another ſubje& 1n our more ſo. 
lemn meetiogs. Ef 

2, Divers that are not fully of our mind in point of Diſct- 
pline, and ſome that were direaly contrary, did ingeniouſly 
acknowledge that aſter a faire debate they received much ſz- 
tisfa&ion in ſome maine points of doctrine ; others did grate- 

fully. confeſſe that. they were now convinced that the Minis 
RE. ſters intentions were pious, and that their endeayours did ct- 
feAually conduce to the advancement of. Chriſtianity, and - 
gaVCus great thanks for our pains. 
| 3. DiversScholars,and ſome of them fellowes of Houſes, 

- didbleſſe God. that ever they ſaw thoſe Miniſters in Oxford, 
which the Parliament fent down, and that they had the hap. 
pmnefle to be admitted unto free conference with them ; yea, 

they hoped that Oxford would be like eAthens of old x50 pu&r 
l. Zh x& uw, and yet not. like thoſe envious Athenians who facrifi- 

ccd ſor none but themſclves and their.nezghbours of (hier: for 
they perceived that there was now afpirit of comiinion ſhed 
abroad upon Chriſtians in a viſible way of heavenly partner- | 
BR | ſhip. Ina word, God yas plcaſed to bleſk theſe _—_ 
Ec —————.” * 
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withadmirable ſaccefſe to the envy of ſome and fetlement of 


others : Mr. Erbury was ( as we are aſſured ) much offended, 
whether becauſe his Auditory decreafed,or his errors were re- 
fated, we ſhall not now examine, and he ſtirred up the ſpirit 
of the Parliament Soldiers againſt the Miniſte: s ſent downe 
from the Parliament, and. fo did paſſionately ſerve the grand. 
malignants in their maſter-plot ; which was to incenſe the 
Soldiers againſt the Miniſters, | | 

The. firſt time that Mr, Erbary was obſerved to come to 
our meeting,he brought with him a company of ſoldiers, who 
did rather affront and oppoſe then diſpute, and Mr. Erbary 


_ .would not keep at all to the queſtion which was in hand, nor 


wou.d he obſerve any rales,he would neither ſpeak pertinent- 
ly nor breifly, he told us that hedid not acknowledge that 
Chriſt nad any Church on earth, and therefore denyed Inde- 
pendent Congregations to be Churches, and the Miniſters of 
thoſe (as well as of Presbyteriall ) congregations, were b 

him denicd to be true Miniſters of Chriſt, and hath himſelf re- 


nounced the title, though not the pay and falary of. a. Mini-. 


lter, 

Xerxes deſiroyed all the Temples of the Grecians, becauſe 
they ſzemed to overthrow the infiniteneſſe of God, by cir- 
cumſcribing him within-the walls of a Temple :. we will not 
examine. whether Mr. Erbary doth conceive that Chriſt and 
his Spirit will be too much ſtinted and circumſcribed if any 
Ehurch or Miniſtery be acknowledged. Only we cannot but 
wonder that he ſhould beentertained, muſter'd, paid as a Mi- 
niſter by them who account all. Miniſters to be covyetous for 
taking any temporall reward for ſuch ſpirituall frvice as may 
in their judgement be performed by any Saint or member of 

the Church or Army. | 

This Gentleman, we know not how elſe to ſtile him,profe(ſ= 
fing that he exerciſes neither as a gifted man nor Miniſter; 
(now the Miniſtery is contemned and vilified )undertook ro 
prove demonſtratively, that the Miniſters of Independent as 
well presbyterian Congregations arc unchriſtian, and fo by 


_ conſequence Antichriſtian ; after he had made a looſe and. 
Cloudy ſpeech in which hc had fo audacioully abuſed and | ca 
 verted: 


C3 


Cr rr nt 


(14) 
.yerted the Scripture, he did camplaine that an houre or two 
was not fafficient for him to explain his opinion and urge his 
Arguments : his ans” magnum WAS , That there were no A- 
poſtles now , and therefore no Miniſtery ; he was defired ro 
prove his conſequence,but could not :he talked much of the ſeas 
Ied book,that the Saints & Chriſt made one perfe&t man,at laſt 
he fixed upon that text, Eph. 4. 11,12, 13, from whence he 
concluded that God gave fave ſorts of Miniſters , and where 

\ there were not all five there were none. It was anſwered that 
Apoſtles, &c, were extraordinary Officers , but Paſtours and 
Teachers were ordinary Officers to be continned in the 
Church for the making of Saints by the bleſſing of God upon 
their miniſtery, nay for the edefying and perfcRing of Saints, 
all-Saints , for the edefying of the whole body till wee af 
Come not onely into the unity of the faith , but to the perfe&i= — 

- onof the fulneſſe of Chriſt, and therefore no Saint 1s fo per- 
& or cxcellent a ſcholar or diſciple, but he may be taught by 
the Miniſters of Chriſt;for though there be a great deale of va-« 
riety in regard of thoſe ſeyerall degrees of perfeAtion, wet are 
to be found in ſeverall Saints, yet the higheſt perfe&ion of the 
moſt accompliſhed Saint here below, is {aid to be accordengto 
the meaſure of the gift of (rift, Epheſ. 4.7. who gave Paſtours 
and Teachers, ver/, 11 to bring the Saints to the higheſt per- 
fe&ion attainable in this life , verſe the 12. Fanally, it was 
made moſt cieare and evident to Maſter Erbary and all the 
company, that Chriſt did not only make promiſes to the A- 
poſtlcs themſclvs,but to ſuch as were to ſucceed them in their 
ordinary Minifiery,that is,tofuch as were to teach and baptize 
even unto the end of the world, Mat. 28, 19,20, And when cn- 
quiry was made who were the ſucceſſors of the Apoſtles, the 
anſwer was that the Elders were the ſuccefors of the Apoſtles 
becauſcthe Apoſtle when he was to take his teave, eG, 20. 
ſent ro Epheſus for the Elders of the (hurch, verſe 17. and ro- 
commended the overſight of the Church to them, acknowled- 

ging that the Elders were Biſhops or overſeers of the Holy 

Ghoſts making ; here is, if we may fo call it, a kind of 

reſrgnation , a moſt manifeſt recommendation of the peo- 

ple to whom he had preached, tothe care of the Elders, 


when 


— 
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(15) 


when Saint Paul was to fee their faces no more, eAfts 20. 25, 

There was ſomething cl(e objected about the order of the 
Corinthian-Churches from the 1 Cor. 14. And to that ovje= 
Rion there were very many ſatisfying anſwers given:ſome of 
them ſhall be related ; Firſt, it is evident that the Apoſtle 
doth rebuke the diforders in thoſe Churches which did mani- 
feſtly tend to confuſion, though cauſed or occaſtoned by ſuch 
as did pretead to Revelation, verſe 26. How is it then brethren? 1 Cor. 12. 26. 
when yee come together, every one of you hath # F ſalme, hath 
adotrine, bath a tongue, hath arevelation, hath an interpre« 
tation ; let all things be done unto ea;fying, The Apoſtle doth 
declare that he who pretended a revelation was to be tried 
and jadged by the Prophets, ver/e 29. for the ſpirits of the Pro- 
phets, are to be ſubjelt to the Prophets, verſe 32. Morcover it is 
manifeſt that the Apoſtle doth not preſſe the obſervation of 
this order, asa meer prudentiall matter,bat preſſes it as one of 
the commandments of the Lord which doth oblige even Pro- 
phets and ſpiricuall men, verſe 37, If any man think himſelfe be 
« Prophet or ſpiritnall, let bim acknowledge that the things that 1 
write unto you are the commandements of the hord. 

Finally,there were theſe four points diſtinaly proved; Firſt, 
that divers amongſt the (orimthians were endued with the gift 
of Prophefie, which was as extraordinary as the gift of 
Tangucs or Miracles, and no argument taken from an extra- 
ordinary example and an extraordinary gift doth prove that 
ungifted men are authoriſed to. Preach or Propheſic in an'or- 
dinary courſe; Secondly, divers among the Corinthians were- 
enriched by Chrife in every thing, in 4 utterance andin al know- 
teage, 1 Cor.x. 5. butſure every Saint 1s not inriched in utte- 
rance, and all knowledge. Thirdly,it is-moſt manifeſt, that 
very Saint did not ordinarily preach or prophefic amongſt the 
Corinthians, r Cor. 12.29, Are all Apoſtles, are all Prophets, 
are all teachers, are all workers of mirasles ? and verſe 30, Have 
ell rbe gifts of healing? &c, alt the Samrs did not teach, but only 
they that had the gift of teaching,cvenas all did not work mi- 
xaclcs, all did not interpret, no morethen they did all ſpeake: 
with tongues, Fourthly, it is moſt evident that they only did 
teach, whom God ſet or appointcd to teach in the (mn 
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(16) 
and God did fet ſome, not 4! to teach in the Charch, x Cor, 
I 2.28, Every member 15 not an eye, for where then were the 
hearing ? verſe 17. Now God hath ſet the members every one of 
them in the body, even as it hath pleaſed him, verſe 18, and cye- 
ry member muſt be content with 1ts place, and obſerve that 
order, which God hath ſet ; The Saints may find them(elves 
work enowgh if they prepare for heariug, aud beare as they ought, 
and prattiſe what they beare, and therefore they ſhould not take 
the work of Preaching upon them which is ſufficient 20 take np 
the whole man, but leave it to them whom God hath appointed to 
give themſelves wholly to prajer and preaching. It was alſo dc- 
clared unto them rhat Reverend Mr {'orton of New- England, 
was now brought to ſee their opinion {which was once his 
own) tobe an error, and ſubſcribes to our judgement with a 
great deale of ingenuity and {weetneſſe in his Booke of the 
Keyes, the 20*® page, The opponents were not able to reply 
any thing to theſe anſwers, but defired to know when we 
would mect again : wetold them that we could not meet un- 
till chat day three weeks, becauſe the monethly Faſt was to be 
obſcrved upon the next week, and the fifth of November the 
next week aſter 3 whereupon it was deſired by ſome of Ma- 
ſter Erb»ry hisadherents, thar our next queſtion might be to 


this cf. 


Whether there was aty Miniſtry committed to the hands of ſe- 
telt perſons inthe Charch of Chriſt ? 
When we came to the place of meeting and the queſtion 
formerly agreed upon at thelaſt mecting was red, which was 
tobe theſubjee of the preſent conference, it was decried by 
the Soldiers, who denied that to be the queſtion ; yet weare 
moſt aſſurcd that it was reſolved upon to be then diſputed. It 
wasdefircd that we might read the The/er,in which the queſt is 
on was fully ſtated, becauſe they did give much light to the 
clearing of that queſtion which they ſo much defired,at length 
aſtcr much importunity it was ycclded to, that we ſhould 
read them, which was done as followeth, | 


1, Almighty God bath and will haye a Churchon 
carth unto the end of the world. ” 
2, 6 
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(17) 
23 The Father hath committed unto 


his Son Jeſus Chriſt, * the ſecond Perſons a Mat.:8.1g. rlokn 5.7, 
tn the bleſſed Trinity , both b God and Þ Ilohni.t. r lokn 5.20. 


< man, 4-all power and judgement over © * 1/9235 Luke 1.35- 


oor P . d 28. . I 
this Church 6 and hath appointed him to H "png ohn 5 23o27 
bea< king, a fprieſt, and a 8 prophet f pſal,i1o 4. 


thereunto, * fo long as the Church ſhall g A& 3.22. 

continue here on earth. h 1 Cor.15.24. 

| + 3 The Lord Jelus doth notonly teach 

his Church inwardly , but hathalſoap- 
pointedexternalordinances viz.i preach j Mar.28.1g. 1 Cor.11.23« 
ing the word , and adminiftratzon of Sa- 

craments for theedifyino of his Church to 
the ® end of the world. 


4 Forthis preaching of the word, and 
adminiftrationof Sacraments,Chriſt hath 


k Mart..23.20., 1 COr.11.26. 


1 appointed ſome ſek& perions , unto 1 R99-12.4.1 Cor.12.28,29.Eph.4-I: 


whom he hath ” committed the Miniſtry m 2 Cor.s.18. 
of Reconciliation. 


5 Of rheſe ſome had a more " large n Mar.16.15. 
commiſſion, reaching to allNations asthe 
Apoltles; others were appointed as® Pa- ©. 1 Cor.12.28. Epheſ.4.rr. 


tors and Teachers, to ? ſome more parti- p AQ-20.27,28. Col.1.7, Revel.2.1,8. 


cular and ſpeciall places. 

' 6 TheſePaſtors ana Teachers are 4of. q Eph.4-11. rTim.3.r, 

ficers of Chrifls appointment , * diftin& © At.20.18. 1 Pet.5.2. 1Tim. 3.5, 
from the flock whom they teach and take Hedet3.7,17. 

care of, as the {eyerallnames which are 

oiventhemin Scripture do umpotrt, viz | oo, 
T Elders, Stewards,\Watchmen,Overſeers, ſ LAIG 7. 1 DESI IN] To 
Miniſters, Rulers, Ambaſſadours,menthat OT uot We ; MN 
muſt give anaccount, who are therefore \ Tim.4-12416. 

as perlons intruſted, to giye themfelyes 

wholly unto this worke. 

7 Theſc Officers thus inſtitured are to | 

continue inthe* Church ſo long as Chriſt © Mat-25 29 Epa.4 1,12. Tatl.g. 
| hath a Goſpel to be preached,Sacraments A&-29 35+ 1 £0H5e2- 
* tobe adminifited , Saints ro be perfected, 
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(18) 
2 body to beedified, gaih ayers tobe convinted. 
a flock to be fed, that is tolay ; unto the end of the 


World. 


Ben.18.19. Iofhiaz4.ty, $8 Notwithſtanding this publique office and or- 


Titus 2.2 ,3,4- 


dinance of Chriſt for theedification of the Church, 
there lyeth a duty upon priyate Chriſtians within 
the bounds of private Chriſtians, to teach and build 
upone another , as parents their children, maſters 
their ſeryants , and one Chriſtian another in their 
communion one with another. | | 


After the Theſes wereread, ſome of the Commanders fayd, 
that they did not differ fromus in them , and therefore would 
have us to prove our call ; werold ther that although we were 
ready to do that, yetfince this was the Queſtion agreed upon on 
both ſides, and MF, Earbary for his partembraced jt, and wee 
had fiated it in our Theſes , wee could not yield to thealtering of 
it : butby the clamours, reproackes, ane unciyill language and 
behaviourof ſome preſent, we were born down, andanother 
Queſtion was yielded unto, which was, 

Whether thoſe that are called Miniſters , had any more authe- 
rityto Preachin publique , then private Chriftians whichwere 


_ yified ; whereupon ( fincethe Souldiers would haveit fo) one 


of our company undertookto prove, that they had uo anthority to 
Preach. what ever we had. 

His argument was this , They that had authorityto Preach, 
haye ſuch names and titles (importing an office and calling) 
which are givento Preachers in the Scripture:But they had not 
thoſe names, andritles that are g1yen to Preachers inthe Sctie 
prure : therefore they had no authority to Preach. : 

T he mivor being denyed, it was thus proyed, The names and 
titlesthatare given to Preachers in the Scripture are ſuch as 
theſe, viz, Pattors, Teachers, Stewards, Watch-men, Ambaſl- 
fadours, Oyer-ſeers, Miniſters, Rulers, and ſuch as muſt e1ve 
an account ,&c.Butcheſenames andtitles did not agreeto them: 
therefore they had no authority to Preach. 


/ 


The major was denyed,this was undertaken tobe proyed by, | 


the parts , and firft it was proyed that Paſtours and Teachers | 


ppg CC— —— —_—_—_ 
<< 


(19) | 
hed: were names and tittes given to Preachers. Ephef.4.11; was 
Fihe- produced for the prcof of ir, bee gave ſome Apoſtles, &c. ſome 

f Paſtors. and Te:chers, tiicle names aud titles of PaſRtours and 


"OG 


PRRY Teachers were given here to Preachers and men in office , and 

AY not to Lifted brethren, as appears by the connexion and ſcopeof 

ithin the place. | 
41 xt , it was anſwered, thatthis place di 

build Fiſt , v , bis place did not proye the 


Athors -— Dok for then Preachers mult beProphecs and Apoſiles, &c. 
N Oo "0 

1 their . Tothis was replyed, that that did not follow in regard Pro 

phersand Apoſtles were extraordinary cffi-ers, & pro tempore 

7 for the firſt planting aratounding ofthe Church, and therefore 

yo i: 1d though Preachers were not Prophets and Apofiles, yet they 


Ce Paitours aud Teachers, and were ordinary officers and to. i 
Sn continue ja che Church. TI 
{2 PR Secondly, it wasfayd, there was no ſuch diſtinRion of extra- =] 
i ordinary and ordinary inthe Scripture, and that the anfiver was S: 
jo not {ufhicient ; | * 
4-6 Ir was replycd that we read not the word ord inary ; neither, OG 
| yet it follows not that raerclore rhere were not ordinary;neither %R 
Oe” wa read wethe word Truity , yet follows not that therearenot =P 
rebel | 5 
ova ata Thirdly , another ſaid, they did nor preachas men in office, -" 
fo ) one bur only as gifted brethren , and therefore thovgh theſe names So 
thority to did agree to men in office , yer that did not hinder burthat they Ky 
: might be Preachers 1n another capacity. "3, 
) Preach, © It was replycd , that did imply a conrrad'Qton , to preach + 
| calling) *; 


y bad not publickly,and yetto be a private man 3 m Tegar) that tO preach 


; umplyed a publicke office and miſſion , Rowa.10.14. to that 7 

1the Sctle for-any man co take upon him a publick office wich was not LE 

an officer did uſurpe; as if a common Souldijer ſhould do the S 

zames and work of a Colonel without a Commiſſon or a call chouek be VU 
re ſuch as s - 


| be neverfo $kilfull , ſhall be thought ro uſurpe - and a BatTrt- 

, Ambaſ- ſex though hee be more able then the Judge onthe bench, yet 

; muſt gr muſt npt rake. upan him the Judges office before hee is called to 
eto them: taSwallas qualified for it. Eyery man muſt uſe his gifts in 

POR, hisown iphcreand cowpaſle, a Paſtour in a publick way, and a 

wanhhes ). privatcmanin private wayes of cdification ; each member of 
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the body according to its own meaſure , Epheſ.4-16. Butthey 


were not out of their ſtation in this, a a private man ſhouldbe 
in the work of a Magiſtrate, Judge,or Colonel becauſe theyfind 
that private men in Scripture hay© taught publickly without an 
office, and therefore they may do fo too ; for proof hereof was 
produced the example of thoſe, Atts 4. | ET 
| It was anſwered , that it doth not appeare, that they who 
preached were private rmnen, Philip who was named was an 
Evangeliſt, the reſt mightbe Elders in office at fer»ſaler: there 
uſed-to be Apoſtles , Elders , and Brethren ; and if all were 
diſperſed but the Apoſtles, then Elders as well as private Bre- 
thren :befide , whoever they were, in probability they had in- 
AruQions and commiſſion from the Apoſiles to do what they 
did, and fotheydid it not without amiſſion ; however, the 
caſe was extraordinary , and it doth no way follow, if where 
no officers are to doe a work, private perſons being furniſhed 
with more notable gifts , then any now ordinarily are , may 
endeyour to propagate the Goſrel where it was not at ally 
therefore 1n ordinary times of. the Churth where officers-are 
who are furniſhed with greater abilities and a ſpeciall call , o- 
thers ſhould rake their work out of their hands, and dothat in a 
conſtituted Church which others did Where there was no 
Church atall, nor officers te gather one. 
But Fpo/lopreached, As 18.26. true, But how prove they 
hee was no Manifter ?- hee is called {o in exprefſe tearms; 
ICor.3.5, They prove hee was none becauſe he was ignorant: 
and inſtructed By Aguila and Priſcilla. Burt did hee well to 
preach being ignorant ? yes, hce was able to make out Jeſas 
Chrilt, being elcquent and mighty inthe Scriptures, Tf ſo, then 
the argument that he was not a Miniſter becauſe ignorant , falls 
tothe eround;; To this nothing was replyed that we could call 
to mince. EY : 
Bur they might. all prophecy one by one, x Cor.14-31» It 
was anſwered, that that was cleerly meant of theProphets 
amonglt them,y;ho were officers, and hadan extraordinary gift, 
of propheſie by revelation given them, verſe 30; and not of 
cycry one of the people at-large , 1 Cor.12.29, Epheſe 4.11. 
No, it wasnotextraordinaty, tor they. were to {peak to edift- 
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(21) 
cation , exhortation, 2nd comfort, As if extraordinary officers 
might not ſpeak to thoſe ends. = 

| It wasfurther anſwered , thatthe text inthe Epheſ. was nor 
excluſive of others, and therefore others might preach though 
not enumerated, for elſewhere others were mentioned, name=- 
ly helps goyernments, 1 Cor. 12. 

_ It was replied, firft, that though there was mention made 
of helps and. governments, which many vid interpret of ruling. 
officers , Epheſ.4. ſpeaks of officersidefgned for preachitg of * 
doQtrine, though all officers might not be ſet downe here, yet 
none eycr queſtioned whether all for do&rine were not fer 
downe. Secondly, that this wuſt be a full enumeration of all 
officers for preaching, for the Apoſile' mentions , the gifs 
Chriſt. gaye to his Church at his Aſcenſion, and if here were 
not all, then ChrM ar. the time of his Aſcenſion, did not give 
all gifs ſufficient for his Church, which could not be imagi- 
ned : whereuponin the opening of thar place four particulars: 
were obſeryed ; firſt, the time when Chriſt received and gave 


theſe gifts ro. men, Pſalm. 68.18.arthe time of his Aſcenſion 


when he led captivity. captive, it bein an cxprefſion taken * 
from triumphs of Conquerors after great yiRories, it was their 
cuſtome then to give gitts and larceſſes to the people : fo Chriſt 
aſccnding into Heaven, and leading the devill, hell, and death, 
as it were-in triumph, haying deſtroyed them and delivered his 
people from their power , at that time gave gifts unto his 
Church. Sccondly, the gifts giyen were: Apoſiles, &c, which 
were officers for the good of his Church, Thirdly, the'end to 
which they were given, the perfeEting the body of the Saints, 
&c. Fourthly, the time how long they wereto-continue, till we. 
all come, &c. that 15, totheend of the world, while there ſhall © 
be any that muſt be brought into the unity-of thefaith and of 
the knowledge of Chriſt and tobe perfcQed in him, which al- 
waics will be as ions as .the- world doth laſt, fo that-Chriſt at 
tbattime when hee led captive all his enemies that did oppoſe 
him in his ſtate of humiliation, received gifts andgave them ro 
men, that it mjght appear that in ſpight of all thoſe enemies 
he would proyide ſuch gifts and officers, as were neceſſary for 
his Church, Now the Apoſtle reckoning upthoſe gifts in par- 
D-3. | ticular, 
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cular ”* 2nd pointing eurthe ends for whiehthey were given; 
and thetime how longthey were tolaſt , it cannot be ſuppoſed 
that eyther Chriſt didnorthen receiveandgive all giftsnecefſa- 
xy, orthat the Holy.Ghoſt incnumerating thoſe hereceived ane 
gave, ſhould not enumerate all , ſo that they who are not 
within the number of thoſe cſhcers there mentioned , are none 
of the gifts given tothe Church, at thetime of Chrifts aſcenſion 
for the end ſpecified , and: therefo1e there muſt be ſome other' 
time. when Chriſt gave.thoſe-ro the Church who are only git- 
red brethren , for thoie-ends of periecing the Saints, the worke 
of the Miniſtry, the ecifying of the body .of Chrilt ; or elle ir 
muſt be acknowledocd that themfelves nor preaching by way 
of office according ro their former anſwer, cannot haye fo 
good authority to'preach in,publick as they have who are the 
Officers defigned by Chrift, Thirdly, whereaSFt was anſwered, 
that in the very ſame chapter the mernbers are ſaid to edifie 
one another, the reply was this, by edifying , wasnotin faith 
and knowledge by preaching, butt was edifying in loye, for 
ſo the worc's are, verſa 16. itwas.anſwered by Maſter E arbury, 
that thoſe were given ex ahunganti,thoughthe works they were: 
to doe were in other hands before. | 

This being a begging cf the queſtion it was further ſaid , all 
arenot Apoliles, &c, and thar private men were not allowed 
to doe the-works of Apoſtles and Evyangelifts , andtherefore- 
not of Paſtorsand Teachers, if ſomeparts of thetexr were ex- 
Cluſive, ſo were others ; it was added thatthen it will follow if 
Chrift had neyergiven Apoſtles, Prophets, &c. yet the Saints 
might haye beenperteted, the body of Chriſt edified, and all 
broughr into the unity of the faith and of the 'knowledge of 
tac Son of God, unto a perfe&t man, unto the meaſure of the 
Karure of the fulneſſe of Chrift , which ſeemeth yery Rranve 
tO Us. : | 

We were ready to haye preſſed other arguments , to prove 
that private men hayeno authority to preach, but the multitude 
of Souldiersinayiolent manner called uy pon us to proye Our Cale 
ling, whereupon it was thus argued. | 

| They who werequalified, approved, called, ordained accor- 
ding to the mindegf Chriſt, ate the Miniſters of Chriſt 
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But ſorne Minifters in the Church of Zagled are qualified; 
approved, &c, Erpo ſome Miniſters in the Church of Exglard 
are the true Miniſtersof Chrift. | 

The minor was denied. In the proofof which he began with 
Qualifications, which were ſet down, x T1993. Titus 1, They 
who haye the qualifications there ſet down, arequalified accor- 


\ ding tothe mind of Chriſt : but ſome Miniſters in the Church 


of England baye thoſe qualifications : Ergo it is true, thatſome 
Miniſters inthe Church of Exg/and are qualified according to 
the mind of Chriſt : The m1zor7 was denied- 

It was demanded what qualifications were wanting, the an- 
f\.exwas made by Maſter E arþxry , that it was one Qualificati- 
on that M:niſters muſt be no Rixikers , but all the Miniſters in 
England arc firikers, EE 
 Thereply, Maſter Reqwolds, Maſter Harris, Maſter Welkin- 
ſen are ro lirikers, therefore all are not. Maſter Eartarylaid, 
they are, and all are ſtrikers, which hee-laboured to prove 
thus, | | ET | | 

They who deſtroy the communion of Saints ,' and inflit 
temporail punifhments vpon ſpiritual] weaknefſe are trikers : 
buc all the Miniſters of Ergiarvddoſo: E 70s 

Both propoſitions were Genied , firſt the major , becauſethe 
Aroftle in both places means it of fighting & friking according 
to the uſual] acception of theword , and of outward yiolence-: 
ſecondly, the ramor was denied , with this confirmation , they 
that haye faith and loyedo not defiroy the communion of the 
Saints, burmanv Miniſters in the Church of England haye true 
faith andlove, Ergo. 

It was anſwered by Maſter E arbury, that the Miniſters of 
the Church of Eng/azd had not Goſpel faith, and love, Ergo. 

It was ſay to that by oneof the Miniſters , that hee himſelf 
had a faying jaſtifyine faith, of the fame kinde with that of A- 
braham , therefore hee had a Goſpel faith. But it was faid by 
M-. Earbary, that we had no Goſpel faith becauſe no rivers of 
living water, nor gifts of the Spirit flowing out of us, Anſwer, 
Whatever faith he underfleod by that , yerſurely they had faith 


and loye enough to keepthem from deſtroying the communion 
of Saints, : ” 
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(24) 

Je was added by Maſter Earbary , that the Miniſters of the 
Church of England allow pariſh Churches ,-therefore they de- 
Rroy the communion of Saints; Anſwer; abfurd enough, yet 
this was aid toit, communion of Saints 1s either real], -myfii- 
call and ſpirituall, berweene the members of Chrifts body my- 
Aicall, and which no belieyer canbe anenemy unto, let him be 
ina pariſh or any other relation; and externall, in ſome or 
echer Church way of communion in the ordinances , concer- 
ping which true beleeyers who all hold fpirituall communion, 
might Ciffer and yet be no wayesdeſtrayers of the communion 
of Saints. | 

But how infliQters of temporall puniſhments? and thar ll 
of them , ſince Miniſters inflict no penalties at all ? anſwered, 
why their principles are ſuch , they approye of puniſhment for 
errors and herefies , therefore they deſtroy the communion of 
Saints, This was looked upon as a mecre 47am and reproach, 
caſt notonly on the Minifters, but much more on the Magi- 
rates, as enemies of the communion of Saints, and therefore 
fitrer tobe anſwered by the Magiſiratethen a Minifter, - 

7 Mr. E arburyiaid allo, that the Miniſters of England did ſet 
up locieties,viz.Presbyreties,w hich did deſtroy thecommunion 
of Saints; It was anſwered that all Miniſtersdid not ſer up pref- 
byreries ,and ſecondly, they thatdid , did not defiroy the com- 
munion of Saints. Maſter. Earbary ſaidallo that they did allow 
of an Qrdinance of Parliament for the puniſhmentof errors and 
herelies,and therefore they.diddeftroy thecommunion of Saints: 
It was anſwered, we know ofnoſuch Ordinance, andthereforc 
could not be ſaidto allow of it. vo | 
 Aﬀer Maſter Earbary had denyed the qualifications of Mi- 
nilters, becauſeſtrikers, another would needs haye them diſa- 
bled becauſe coyetous, and that all-of them : how ſo ? they 


whotake other mens goods from thetn by fraud amd circumyen- 


tion uncer preretice of giving them fomchino for it which 


was worth nothing, are coyetous ; but fo doe all the Miniſters 
of Evgland by receiving Tythes, ergo allare coyetous. An 
[wer;wedid now conceive thatour oppoſites had it in defiene 
to liy usas low asthey could by diſgraceful ſpeeches and re= 
proaches, brcaule they could not beat us down by ftrength of 


argument, 
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(25) 
argumetit, We apprehetided the arguments, or rather reprockes] 
that the Miniſters of England were all Rxikersand coyctous to 
have aslictk weightascharity in ther. 
| Aﬀer this wee proceeded tothe fecond branch of the argu- 
ment”, That there were ſome Miniſters inthe Church of Exg- 
land approved of according to the mind of Chriſt ; That there 


"muſt be a proof ani approbation of Presbyters , appeared, 


1 714.310, Let theſealſo firft be proved, &c. Ardrhat many 

Miniſtersin the Church of Erng/.:»d had nndergone ſufficient 

eryall, was proved thus 2 They who have been examined and 

approved by thoſe whoare Mnifters of Chiift. ableto examine 

and approvethem , an detzgpned torthat prrpole, are approved 
accoraing tothe minde of Ci:nft : bur fone Minifters in the 
Church of:Ezg/avd thaye been thus exaniined and approved, 

&c. Ergo... © Nan 

The mirror was denied upontworeaſons ; 

Firſt , that they whoexamined and approved them were not 
able to doit ( though as was urged they had underſtanding and 
knowledgemthe arts, languages, 'and Scripture) becauſerhey 
had nor the Spirit. - | | 

This wasthoughta very firange and unchriſtian charge, and 
indeeda reproach upon all the Miniſters of England, many of 
which haye been, and many are ſucheminent and glorious bghts, 
and inftrumenrsof good inthe Church of ChtiRt. 

' | Secondly, that they whoexamined and approved any of the 
Miniſters ofthe Church of Englazd, were not Miniſters them- 
ſelyes, thereforecould not approve others. Reply, They who 
werethemſelyes qualified , approved, called, ard ordained ac- 
cording to the mince of Chriſt , were lawfull Miniſters; but 
they that approved Miniſters in the Church of Exglaxd were 
ſuch; Ergo. It was faid this was idem per idems ina circles 
Itwasretrned thus, that indeedthe lawething that was pro- 
ved at firſt, was proved again by the ſame arcument, becauſe the 
ſamething was denied, which was demiedarfirft ; yet this was 

no circle, inregard that hee was forced by the anſwerer , deny- 

ing that which was the firſt mayn queſtion, ro ule the firſt mayn 
argument again ; for hee who denyes thoſe to be Miniſters of 

Chriſt who approved and ordayned us, denyes us to be Mini- 
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(26) 
Ners of Chriſt who areapproved and ordained by them, andie 
is but oneand the fame queſtion , and therefore there canbe no 
mediums uſed to proyetheir Miniſtry tobe true, but the fame 
which was uſed to proyeours to betrue. on 
After much time ſpent in the former debates, and it now 


grew late in the night , ſome notwithſtanding were flill yery 


importunate to haye the Conference carried on ufito that 
branch of the former Argument which concerned the Call of 
= Miniſters : whereupon one of the Miniſters ſpake to this 

ea, | | 
Thatunto a Miniſter two things were required 2: Qual:fic4- 
rions fitting him for the ſeryice ; and a Cal ſeparating him 
thereunto. | | 

The qualifications are, I Piety of life. 2 Abilities of lear. 
ning and miniſteriall gifts , whereby hee might be a workwan 
who need not to be aſhamed.That in both theſe reſpeRs,notwith- 
fandingany thing which had been ſpoken , no man could take 
any juſt exception againſt yery many Miniſters in the Church 
of England, who are wellknovyn to be eminent in both. 

The Call istyyofold , Imward, from God; and Outward,from 
man. | 

The /mward aall is vyhena man fo qualified yvith piety of 
Life, andabilities of Learning , is by the ſecret yyork of God 
on his heart moved to defire the office of a miſter , and tode- 
vote himſelfe to ſerye the Lord and his Church in that employ- 
ment. Andthat all the Miniſters of the Church of England are 
—_ of this call we dare ikewile challengeany man to make = 
g00d, 0s 


Tae Ontward call is, whena man thus qualified, moyed,and 


inclined by God untoſuch an office, is ſeparated, defi enced, and 


authoriſed by me» thereunto likewiſe, 

This is conſiderable eyther as in Eccleſia conftireta, a Church 
ſetled ; or as #» Eccleha Reſtituenda , a Church to be Re- 
formed. 

Ina fetled conſtituted Church this outward call is by Impo- 
fition of the hands of the Presbytery., upon due and mature 
examination and approbation of the perſon ſo qualified , with 
Frayer commending him to God , who hath fitted andinclined 
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(27) 
him unto that ſeryice; and this cal the Miniſters of the Church 
of England had in Collegiopretbyterorum, 


But it was objeRed, That we had this our Ordination from 


Antichriftian and wicked men , who cannot doe an 
Chriſt. | 

Tothis Anſwer was made: 1 That no man was able to af- 
firm, that all they from whom the Miniſters of the Church of 
England received their Ordination to the Miniſtry, were wicked 
or Antichriſtian. Andchat we could with much more confidence 
aſhirm, that many of them from whom our Maniſtersreceived 
Impoſition of hands, weremenfearing God. 


2 Dato ſed non conceſſs, ſuppoſing , though not granting, 


thatthey were ſuch, we further anſwer intheſe three Aﬀſertt- 
ONS. 

Firſt, That ſome evillmen may, and alwayes have de fafts 
been, Officers and Miniſters in the Church. In the Church of 
the Jews Hophni and Phinehas ; in the dayes of Chriſt, Scribes 
and Phariſees; inthe familyof Chriſt, Jadas ; inthe Churches 
of Chriſt, enyious and perycrſe Teachers, Phil.1 15. Aft. 20. 
29, 3G» 

Secondly, that the wickedriefſe of ſuch men did not null or 
evacuate their Miniſteriall as : for our Saviour would have 
the Scribes and Phariſees heard while they fate in oſeschair, 
A1at. 23.2. and the Apoſile was glad when men preached 
Chriſt, though it were out of envie : and Chrifts commiſſion 
didas well authorize Judas, as any other, to preach the Goſpel, 
and toBaptize, at.10.5. Jehx 4.2. 

Thirdly, that it the principall a&s belonging to the -mini- 
fteriall function of ſuch men, namely , Preaching and Bapti- 
zing, of adminiftring Sacraments , were not nulled nor made 
youd by their perſonall wickednefſe, then conſequently no 0- 
ther a&t compriſed within the ſame office or commiſſion, 
could be thereby made yoid, So that if Judas had been an 

Apoſtle, when Chriſt ſent his Apoſtles to Ordain Elders in 
the Church, his Ordmation, notwithſtanding his perſonall 
wickednefle , would have been as valide, as his Preaching Or 
Baptizing formerly had been. | The Leaprofie of the hand 
doth not hinder the growing of the corne which that hand 

E 23 ſoweth. 
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(28) 

foweth. Whatever arguments Aſ/#: uſeth in his Writings a 
gainſt the Doxariſts, to confirm the Baptilm of Hereticks, are 
valid to confirm the Ordination of the like men.} So that 
though they were neverſo wicked; hereticall,- or Antichriftian 
Miniſters , through whom the Miniſtry appointed by Chriſt, 
hath by mean conyeyances. deſcended upon us , yer this doth 
not atall yojdour Miniſtry, [A River which hath a pure foun- 
tain, may run through many impure channels , and yet becom- 
ming pure again , is no way prejudiced by the impurityot the 
channels through which it paſſed.. The Word , Sacraments, 
Miniſtry , are Chreſts-owne , an continue to be H# till, what 
corrupt hands ſoeyer be che inftruments of conveying them. ] | 

Finally, if wee ſhould take for granted: upon the principles 
of the Doxatiſts,, that the Ordinations of Hereticks or other 
wicked men were yoid ,_ and fo there were no ordiaſy way 
for continuing a ſucceſſion in the-Miniſtery , but thatupon the 
uniyerfall corruption of inftruments , viſible ſucceſſion were in= 
terrupted - yet iz" Eccleſia reſtituenda, an unnſuall and extr a= 
ordinary call inthe Church it ſelf, fo reforming would be i 
that exigent and extremity a valid and ſufficient deſignation of 
men in themſelyes duly qualified for that office. And eyenſo 
the firſt Reformers of the Proreftant Churches were called out 
unto the ſeryice of thofe Churches'in- the worke of the Mini- 
ſry, theReformation whereof they had by their zeal andla- 
bours fo much promered: For the diſpenſation of the Word 
and Sacraments, by the Minifters of the Goſpel, being a work 
neceſſary and perpecuali , Marth.28. 19, 20. Epheſ.4.11, 
12,13. TCor.11.26, where ordinary means of continuing 
them are impoſſible to be uſed , unuſual! ard extraordinary 
may take place . | The ordinary courſe of Circumcifion was to 
beontheeighth day , burthis courſe being not ſo well obfer- 
vable in the caſe of Ifracls travell through the Wildernefſe , ir 
wasat laſt obſerved inan extraordinary manner , to wit , after 


forty yeers, Joſh. 5.2,7. | 


Andthe equity ot this-willthe more appear if wee confider. 
thatin this caſe, the Church doth not do more then ſhe may 
do, only fomething , which ordinarily ſhould be done, is left 
undone, tor want of ſuch officers unto whom the doing oh 


4 £29) 

did belong. For Eleftion of men to this ſervice may be by the 
Church her felf, though fermal ordmation by impoſition ofhands | 
be only by officers. And the Churches Eleftion alone ih this 
exigent would be a valid caſt, where impofitionof hands wete 
?® = Whreflible to beobtained, becauſe where and whenofhcers ds 
a do it, the Church may be faid to do it by her officers : and 
where there are no officers to do it , the cieftion of "rhe 
Church doricertually comprize the a& of the officers. [The 


A Apoſtle ſayth', . tear pare principalities and powers was :niade 
* krown BY THE Cyyr cn .the manifold wiſdome of God, 
_  Epheſ.3.10. and yet the Chyrch did it not but by the Preaching 
or Mmiſteriall works of. her officers.\ | 

ed ' Ir ſhall-not nec to adde bere' what ME. Bezafſavth of the- 


firſt Retormets, That they wete Deo extra or diner excit ati, 
ay rebus itacollayſts, ut ardinarie vocations nullus efſer locus reliitus, 
he That they were extraordinarily rayſed up by God ; 'the ſtare of 


me the Church being ſo corrupted that there was no place left for 
= an Ordinary Call... -. Es EEE : 
| ; . Sothenuponthewhole matter we affirm, That we are Taw<= 
of full-Minifiers of the Golpel', haying- by Ordination received 
ſo | Impoſition. of. hands: ;# Colegio -presbyterorams , and. our firſt 
out Reforneers (beſidesthe like Ordination, which the wickednefſe 
55 of Inſtruments could not inyalidate ) were by the Eletion of 
A - 


| thole Churches (unto the Reformation whereof they had fo 
ord eminently concurred ) called out unto the ſame feryice. This 


ork - wasthelubſtanceand ſenſe of what was ſpoken. 

IT, - Thus far this day , rhereport whereof might well have been 
ng ſpared inthis junQture of bufinefſes of higher concernment, had 
"ary not the pattiall and uncivill ( not to fay uncharirable ) reports 
15 tO of {ome enforced ſo nwch: from us, wee rather chooſe to ask 
{er- parcon tor faying fo much , then for ſaying folittle, and fo 
, it many of us as held our felves at this debate filent, do conceive 
LILCE 


that weneedno Apology for ſo doing with wiſe men ; and for 
ſuch whom neyther our ſpeech nor filence, our Preſence or ab-. 
der. ſence, our mildnefle nor earneftneſſe can pleaſe , weearenotat 
leiſureto give any account of out ſelyes co them , * rheirs be *T# Vazue,cgs 
their tongues , Ours our ears ; Wee oo forward in qur intended 7747 ſam 
of it Tarraticn, a | GOHIEAHS: 


E.3 . Maſtcx 


1 


(39) - 
' Maſter Earbury was affured by hisfollowers that he had gai. 
ned the day , and therefore now hee was the only Miniſter, or 
rather Apoſtle inthe World ; whereupon hee began to gather 
ſome people together, as 1f hee intended to build , plant, or ga- 
ther a Church ; bur firſt he thought fitto dig at the fowndaton 
of therrue Church of Chriſt , which wee muft needs cor{eſſe 
was the beft wayto overthrow it, and make good his g:andaſ= 
ſertion that Chr:ſt hathno Church on earth. Mr, F-rburgthere- 
forc upon the eleyenth of December, ata publick meeting before 
divers of the City of Oxford , endeyoured © prove this pro» 
polition, | 
That the fulneſſe of the Godhead, the ſame fulneſſe of the 
Godbe ad which is in Chriſt, dwels bodily in the Saints, 
in the ſame meaſure , though net in the ſame manifc- 
ſtation as it aweltin Chriſt whileft hee was here below 
inthe fleſh. 

For the proote of this damnable dodtrine, healledged (as we 
are informed ) theſe places of Scripture, 1 Sam. 16. 13- come. 
pared with Heb. 2. 11,12. and Pſalme 22. 22. Coloſſe 1.27. 
Coloſſ.2.9, 10. John17.21, 22,23, 24+ Epheſ. 3. from v. 14. 
to the 19. 1 Cor. 12.13, 2Pet. I. 4. Zach. 12,8. Mark, the 
Scripture doth not only ſay we ſhall be evewith God as Chiift 
1s, but it ſfayth more, we ſhall be as God, Bur (fayth he) it. 
will be objetcd, That God hath anointed Chriſt above his 
fellows, Heb.1.9. I anſwer (faychhe) this place 1s meant of 
being anointed with the Godhead.z but be it known to you, 
Chriſt hath nomoreof the Godhead then we have , and therefore 
15not anointed in greater meaſurethen we are, but onely ina 
greater manifeſtation ; and sfwe belceve this , we ſhall doe grea- 
ter works then ever Chriſt a:d ; that Text then , Heb. 1. 9.1s 
meantonly of the maniieſtation of the Godhead ; For as the 
foule 1s as much inthe little finger, as in the head, ſois there as 
much ofthe Godhead inthe leaſt member of Chriſt, as there us in 
Chriſt himſclfe. 1 do, ſayth Maſter E arbury, remember another 
Text that is urged by ſome to oyerthrow the doArine which 
I havedelivered, which you may read inthethird Chapterof 
Jcbn,v. 34,35. but the objeQtion being ſpecially grounded up- 
on the 34 verſe, way be anſwered out of the 35 verſe, for 


ſayth 


M, 


(31) 


fayth Maſter Earbary , whatever God hath given " the Son 


he hath given to the Saints, andsf the Saints ſaw this they would 


never aik any thing any more of God, becauſe all things are given 


fo the Saints, and God loyes the Saints as he loves the Son, 


John 17.23. True it is, that all Kiugdoms, Countries, and peo- 
pleare given to Chriſt, Pſalme 2.7,8. but it is as true that they 
are given to the Saints , Revel.2.26,27, whatſoever the Son 
hath received of the Father, the Saints have received likewiſe, 
they haye received the ſame power , the fame glory , but they 
donotſee it. Nay, whatſoeyer jsſpoken of the Son is ſpoken 
of the Saints, forthe Saintsare the Son ; and this is manifeſt, 
fayth M*, Earbury, andthen produced two places of Scripture 
to prove it, Revel.3.9. Revel.21.7, Wee arc now keirs of all 
things as the Son 15, and weſhal know it and men ſhal kno it, 
and come and worſhip at our feet : therefore let this be the ground 
of our Faith and Hope, for Chriſt isnot ſhut up in Heaven , bur 
Chriſt is in us thehope of glory. | 
Maſter Earbury doth. as you ſee poſitively deliver theſe blaſ- 
phemous errours , and yet when he was admoniſhed by one of 
our brethren, hee ſayd , hee didnot deliyer any thing dogmati- 
cally, for hee did only enquire into. the Truth. of things as one 
that was to ſeek, To: which it was replyed that, Firſt , hee did 
urgeScripture to prove his opinion. Secondly , that hee ſayd 
his Expoſition was manifeſt. Thirdly, that he preſſed the peo- 
pleto receive his Expoſition , to build their hope upon his inter= 
pretation, and tobelieye the Scriptures in his ſenſe. Fourthly, to 
encouragethem to receiye his interpretation, hee aſſured them 
that if they would believe his doQtrine , they ſhould dogreater 
things then eyer Chriſt did, and men ſhould come and worſhip 
at their feet. Fiftly , hee was adviſed to deliver praQticall points 


tothe people, and not to teach any thing for truth concerning 


Which hee was not fully perſwaded in his own minde. Sixtly, 
- eur brother defired him to enquire of thoſe who were ableto 


Yeſolye him in thoſe things of which hee doubted , and not 
toenquire of a company of unſetled people, forby that means 


he might bring them alſo to doubr of moſt of the principles of 
the Chriſtian faith, ; 


Moxeoyer, upon theeleyenth of Decomber , Mafgr Earbury Decemb.it. 


took. 
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{32) | | 

took upon him to prophecy of greater ſhakings yet in Emgland 
and Scotlnyd , as well 35 Ireland. In Scotland, fayth M*. Ear. 
bury, they thinkto preſerye themſelves , bur. you ſhall.ſee.and 
they will feel greater ſhakings yer, even mighty Earth=quakes ; 
but if the Lord teach you this doErine which I have now de- 
liyered , it will keep up your ſpirits. Remember tharit 1s not 
only God thar gives you ſtrzngth , but God 1s' your ſtrength, 
and you ſhall walk upon God: himelt as ufon bigh places; 
belieye it, wee are filled with the fame Godhead , with the 
fame glory that Chriſt is, and wee are one with Che Father as 
hee 1s. 


T heſe Notes were-cammuticated to one of our company by 


2 Captain ; whereupon , one of our bterhreri preached Juſt 
the contrary doftrine, and proyed that it was a findamentall 
Articleof the Chriſtian Religion , 'becauſe Chriſt hath built his 
Church upon this fundamentall confeflion or acknowledge- 
ment, as upon an immoveable Rock, atth.16.16,17,18, 
Simon Peter ſaid, T howart Chrift the ſon of the liorng God ; and 
what ſiid Chrift ? npon this Rock will I build 'my Church, This 


| Isthe great Articleſo often diſputed and cleered' in primitive 


times by the Apoſiles for the corver/ionof Jews & Gentiles. That 
Jeſus Chriſt who took our nature of: the bl, eſſed Firg:n , # the true 
Meſſiah the ſanof the living God,God equall with his Father, nay 
the [ame God 'though not the ſame perfon'wh has Father. God 
by nature. ana yet Man bynature; perfett God,and perfelt May, 
both natures the 9ivine and humare being inſeparably united in 
the perſon of the ſon of God the ſecond perſon of the glorious Tri- 
V#ty. Thiscruth was madeeviiſent by the whole ſerics of the 
þ-ok of the A of the Apoſiles , and therefore it*s nor ſaffi- 
'ceert f:r 5 toacknowledge that Chriſt is in ſame ſenſe God and 
Man, but we muſt believe the truth as it ts revealed and decl a- 
rea mihe Scriprures , becaulethe Scriptures are the deftrinall; 
found .tion . and Chriſt the perſevall foundation. Weeare built 
vpon the foundation 'of the Prophets and Apottles., Jeſhs 
Chriſt himvſelt berng the: chief corner ſtone, Epheſ.2.20. yee 
mult walk, l2yththe Apc{He, as yee hatereceived, and be built 
up in Chriſt, andeſtabliſhed in the faith as Jou have been taught, 
Co/ofſ.2:6,.9. Divers of Maſter Earbury his Audito 


ry were 


Rartled 
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Aartled withthis Sermon s twoof chem came to Mr.Cheynelt 
and cold him that he kad delivered DoQtrine contrary to what 
they had been taught by a very pretious man Mr, Erbary;Mr, 
Cheynel told them they were to examine which of thoſe coa- 
tary DoQtrines was agreeable tothe ſcriptures; Forhe tha 
preacheth contrary to 2. Erbury his opinion is not to be con. 
demned,if Jr, Earbury his opinion be contrary to the word of 
God : whereupon they defired Mr. Cheynel to give M, Er. 
bary a mecting,that che point in controyerfie might be fully diſ- 
cuſled inthe preſenceof them who had heard both Minifters 
preach, M. Chepnef offered to meet at Mr. Mayors houſe;and 
put off his other buſinefle that he might fulfill his promiſe; bur 


comrary toexpeQtation, Mr, Erbrury defired to be excuſed; 


whereupon Mr, Cheyn:1] wrote tro M. Erbaryto meet him any 
where elſe, ithedcfired a more private meeting, or to meet him 
at the Scools if he defied a more publick diſputation : Afr, Er- 
bary refuſed ro write an anſwer or declare his opinion under his 
hand,yet Ggnified his deſire to confer with 21r.Cheynel; upon 
this anſwer /4r.Cheyrell went to his Quarters, and after confe- 
rence with him, did both beſcech: and admoniſh him before an 
Officer of the Army to [tudy thoſe points better, and ro con{ult 
ſome that were able to give him fſatisfaRion in them: for if he 
conſulted none but unſetled men, he did not take che right 
way to be ſecled, Afr, Erbmry replied, that God did reveal 
the myſtery of Chrilt to babes, and conceal it not only from 
worldly wiſe men, bur from thoſe that were ſpiritually wiſe, as 
if any man could be ſpiritually wile without the knowledge 0 

Chrift: ſurely this was as vain asithe had ſaid Chriſt will fave 


babes, and damn thoſe that are ſpiritually wiſe, for no man can 


be wiſe to ſalyation whois ignorant ofthe laving myRery of 
Chrit, and certainly that is rhe myliery our Sayiour ſpeaks 
ot, Matth.11.25.26. Maſter Erbary after this admonition 
preached to diyers of the City in an high and daring way, He 
rook that portion of Scripture, 1 Kings 4.25. for his text,and 
preached to this effteA,as we are credidly informed, 

They are much deceived who ſay we deny the Godhead of 
Chriſt, for Chriſt is nothing elſe but God[ he meancth God the 
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Iſay 61. 6. 


(34) 
Father ]manifefted in our fleſh, Chriit 1s anojnted with the 
Spirit, that 15,the power of G od, Tſay 61.1. Like 4.18.He hath 
avointed me, me; what Chriſt as a d:itinct perſon fromthe 
Szints? no, Chiiſt andall rhe ſaints; For 32 35 but ſimply un- 
derſtood to look rpon Cirift as diſtintfrom the Saints, becauſe 
Corift and the ſaints make aneman; He isthe head and we 
the Members, He and we mak? one perieX man, The Saints 
have the ſame anointivg that Chriſt had , and rherefore 45: 
Chriſt was ſent to preacs, ſo are they, and inceed the only prea- 
ckins ang teaching from God is in the Seints, Itis not the wit- 
dome of th:s Nation that can invent to ſend Preache;s a. 
broad ; but when God hath broken the: Nation and their 
Formes, they [et #p anew Forme , out there will never be any 
true teachirgii'] Chrilt doth appear in-the Saints they only 
have the only opl:,//a7 61.3.4. and thcrefore rhey only ſhall 
build the cld watte places, What is become of rnoſe Preachers 
that had their O:ders from the Biſhops, and fo from the 
Pope ? There i5no: one to be found 15 the North and in Fales, 
they are gon to far Parſonages from whence Malignants have 
been thrown out 53 Tex way {ce what a bicſed Reformation we 
have now at this day: the laints ſhallbuild cheſe old waſt pla = 
ces , not men in holy Orders ( they will not accept cf 20 by 
the year) bucthe ſairrs ſhallvuildrhem, the ſaines, notrho'e 
who call remover Minifersbut thoſe whom the people: ſhall 
call Minifiers, [ay 61.6, Priefts and Afinifters becauſerthey 
ſhall hive a double portion ofche {pirit, verſe 7, double to 
thu which che Pciefis hadunder the Law,or 2Zniflers hereto 
tore under the Goſpel, and it ſhall be acknowledgedthar God 
is in theit fleſh,ver/e 9, mark, a doub'e portion 5x their land, 


that is, their fl-ſs, Itis by providexce that we ſpeak now, 


for the world ſecks to binder xs; butthe Law ſhall go forth of 
Sion, Micha 4..2, Sion, that is the place where God dyels : 

where is that but in the ſaints? The Law then ſhall po forth 
from the Saints : what Law ? not #he Commandements,but the 
Law ofthe ſpirit ſhall go forth out of the ſaints ,even the Law 
of rne ſpiritof life in Chriſt; The word of the Lord ſhall go 
torch,thatis,Chriſt himſelfe, Revel.I 9.1 3. that is, there ſhall 


C0an appearance of Chrift in the Saints, Kings ſhall bow down 


—_— - 


(35) 
ud lick the duſt P[al, 73.9 10, 11,994er whoſe feet? why the 
feet ofths Son eng of the Saints, (as we ſhall ſhew hereafcer) 
ard then there (hall be peace. Now thaie is a war amongſt the 
S2ints, Indepencants agaivft Presvyterians, and they againſt 


the Rebaprized,but when God ſhall appear in our fleſh, there 


willbe no vexing of one another, My deare friends, be ſure 
taat where there i a deſtroying fpirit inthe Saints, there is no 
appear2nce of Chriſt; for this is nothing bur the appearance 
of Antichriſt and of the Divell, who was a murderer from the 
beginning. I am affraidto callthem Saints whs have the fpirir 
to mike a min 5n cffenger for a word, who have an intent to 
catch mcenand impriſon them, nay bring them to death; to 
rake agyantage ot a mans weakneſle, this isnot the {pirit of 
Chrif, this is the ſpirit of Antichriſt, for the Saints ſhall not 
bert in all the holy mount aine, not a Iew thounh he curſe Christ 
Teſus, nor a Terk that makes a ſ*off of the Sonof Ged. It is a 


ſtrange hypocriticall nation this; we have prayed theſe eighty 


years for the conyerfion of the Tlews, and yer. we will not {ut- 
fera lew tolive amongſt us :1 feare the bloudoi the Iews caſt 
out ofthis ration, and abominably butchered, is not yet waſh- 


edaway,rhis isa meer mockery, there muſt rot a Papiſt nore 


Malignant be ſuffered tolive among us. We pretend to 
Chriſt 2nd we have not the ſpirit of Chriſt within us, for a de- 
Rroying ſpirit is the {piritof Antichrit, Dear friends be not 


angry if the {pirir of Antichrift appear in you, for it was in 


Chrifts owne Apoſtles 1n three things, 

Firſt, a ſp#r48 of Prelacy or pride; the poor Fiſher-men dil- 
pute who ſhould be greateſ?. 

Secondly, a ſþiritof conformity ; becauſe one did caſt ouc 
Divels and didnotfollow them,they forbad him. 

Thirdly, a fpirit of cruelty ; ſuppoſe men will not owne 
Chriſt, will ye deſtroy them ? are you of the ſpirit of James 
and /oby, ofa deſtroying ſpirit > Chriſt came not to deſtroy any 
mans liberty or life , therefore a deſtroying ſpirit i the ſpirit of 
Amtichrifl . Conſider what is ſaid of the Beaſts in the Revela- 
ton, the Dragon was under Popery, another Beaſt under E- 
pilcopacy, «andthe next Beaſt & that of theſetimes, his appea- 


rance is lowly yer, but he ſpeaks like a dragon, bonds, baniſh- 
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(36) 
ment.b'oud. Note, fir, bis pride, he ipeaks high things. Se- 
condly, the ſpiritof conformity, you muſt receive a mark in” 
your head, and be of their opinion ; and a mark in your hand, 
praiſe as they do. Thirdly, a ſpiritof cruelty to y:x thoſe 
that will not conform, they muſt have no Gberty of conſcience, 
mr liberty of Trade, Many Saints have been hanged, as Barrow; 
and it may be ſome in theſe dayes may be putto death, and #2 
will be a wonder to after apes why they were ſo, The four plagues 
of Babylon are death, thar is a dead ſpirit; famine, that is, wants 
they are ever complaining of this want and that want, they ave af- 
fraia of this ſin and that ſin, they want this grace and that grace; 
this is a (ane that we have the ſpirit of Antichriſt in ny, we do not- 
ſee our fulneſſe andpraiſe God for it ,we have all the fulneſſe of the- 
Godhead in m4 and doe we complaine? Yer M:, Erbury thought 
fit upon another day to enlarge himſelfe upo3 that Text, hee 
preached on before in the preſence of divers Citizens, I« Sar: 
IO. £3. | 
Chriſt , ſaith ALafter Erbary, is ncthing cife but the anoin= 

tcd of the Lord, anointed with the Godnezd, and fo arc the 
Saints, for Chriſt and the ſaints make one annointed, Habahb, 
213 .Q1l the Godhead ts in us 4s it 15 In; bim,thoagh this be uot ma=-: 
nifeſt, yet we have for the preſeut the ſame glory thac the Son 
hath, Tobn 17.22, Dear friends, Carift was anointed with the 
Spiritalſo, buc wbatis the Spirit ? The Spirit zs the power of God 
aud the appearance of Chrif?, All power 1s in God, now when 
that power of God ſhall aft and come forth, rhen it 55 t5e Spirit, 

herefore the Spirit ts the coming foi th of the power of God, Se 
concly, the Spirit 15 the appearance of Thrift, for Chrift is cal- 
ied the wiſdome and the power of God, fo then the comin 


forth of the power of Gods the Spirit and that Spirit ts (, briſt,for 


Chrift andthe Spirit are both one. Friends,we have an ignorant 
blind devotion, we pray to Son, Father, and Spirit, and know 
not what the ſpirit is, but the ſcripture tels us thi the ſpirit 
is the power of God, andthe appearance of Chriſt, Lake 1.2 5. 
chap.24.49,the power of the moſt High,that i:,he ſpirit, 4s 
2, 4-2.Cor, 13,4, compared with I Pet, 3.18. the fptritthen 
is the coming forch of the power of God, and theretore we 
winft not look upon the [pirit as aper/on in the Geanead: poor 

peopls 
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people are miſerably puzled about this, and therefore will 
ſbew it out of the ſcripture, Thereis but one Ged ard that is 
the Father, in whom all power 15. 2. When this power comes 
forth, it is the ſpirit. 3. All the power of God comes through 
Chriſt, and therefore Chriſt is called the power of God, nay 
the ſpirit, T Cer. 15: 45. | 

In their divinity yonder, they will ſay, the Father ts not the 


| Son, the Sons not the Spirit, but I fay that Chriſt isthe ſpirit, 


chat is, C briff in his appearance u the Som, [ohn 14.16,17 18, 
The ſpirit ſhall come, that is, I will come and comfort you, the 


power of God ſhall appeare in me, (0 then the other comforter that 


he would ſe:d was not anotaer third perſon, but the power of God 
appcaringin (, hrs {t , therefore {et us wor be cheated inthe begin- 
ning of our Religion; read 2,Cor, 2.17 18. Thc Lord Chritt is 
thac ſpirit, that 15, ke in whom the powerof God is, the 18. 
verſ, is beſt tran{lated in the Margin of your Bibles ofthe Lord 
the Spirit, Chriſt then 5 the 5piric. Beloved, that we may be in 
a maze no longer, |:t us kaow God atj2ht as he is, 

I. There is one God, 

2. Asthereis one Gad;lo weread that there is the Father, 
tne Son, 2d the Spirir, Now thele three are not three perſons 
i2the Godhead, but they are ſeverall appearances of God unto 
men. As God is tn himſ{elfe and of binelfe, ſo be is the Fa- 
ther, 

3. As God comesforth mche wan Chriſt Teſus, as the fulneſſe 
ot the Godhead dwels in him that # the Son, | 

4. God coming forth in power ts the Spirit, We do not by 
this deny the Godhead ofthe Son, bur ſhew what we hold of the 
perſonalities, they are but the inventions of men. The Spirit is no- 
thing but the power of God in the man Chriſt, and therefore 
Toh. 17-3-there isno mention of a third per ſon, And inthe Book 
of the Revelation there is wo praiſe given to the Spirit, but all 
tothe Father who ſirs upon the Tarove, andtothe Lamb, to 
the man Chriſt Jeſus, in whom God dwels bodily, he doth im 
the Saints. Now then this is chat I drsve at, that as {oone as we 
know Chriſt inus, atid chat we are anointed in him, then the 
ſpicir of the Lord fhal! come vpon us, that is the power of the 
poxer from en bigb, there wili be the appearance.of Chriſtin 

3 us; 
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us; this is plain tome, I truſticis {oto you, We ſhall kavethe 
appearance of Chiilt(as David had)in our ſxþ erings, (ayings, 
ſongs. | : | 

T. [noer ſuferings, for our ſufferings are as Davids were, 
the ſufferings of God: our ſufferings are as Chrifls were, moſt 
from God, Math, 26. 38.71ark14.33.why did Chrift take 
ſome Diſciples to pray with him? why, becauſe be was afraid 
zo pray aloxe; and he praycd the ſame words thrice, becauſe he 
was amazed andconld nt go forward, but prayed the ſame 
words over and over; and it bath bin ſo with me when I had the 
ſpirit of bondage. Youtalk much ofs man cracified at Hieruſa- 
lem ſome handred years ago; it #5 no ſuch great mattey to brow 
that Chrift ſuffered at ieruſalem, but to know that we ſafer as 
the Son, that our iufferings are the ſaferiy gs of Goa, there ts the 
myſtery: I dare net ſay any more, for the time is n1t yet coms to 
ſpeakthe truth; only thus, David filled ap what with before, and 
we fillup what ts behind cf the (# fferings of Chriſt, Col.1,24. Rev, 
13.11. all our ſufferings are tne bloud of the Lamb, 

2. Inour ſayings as David, Pſal,22, 32, Hebr, 2.11,12, 
Tobn$.28,7{al.71.17. Davianever went to Schocl and hee 
knew hidden things, 

3-In ſongs, Chriſt did fing in Davis, we muſt fing in Chriſt 
we ſetup our ſelves when we donor ſpeake and do things 2s the 
power of God, arain the appearance of Chriſt; we [hallbe as mo- 
Piſh as Saw itche Godhead do nur appeare in us, &c. 

It wasas we conceived hightime tocall Mr. Erbaryto an 


account, after ſo many fair warnings given him and ſo man 


foul errors preached by him,both to Scholars and Citizens; but 
becauſe Maſter Erbwry his followers were as confident as hee 
was, that no man was able to diſprove or reftte him; one of 
our company undertook that Task, and offered co do it tn che 
publick Schooles, the ficceſt place for Scholars to diſpute in,bur 


Maſter Erbury deliced thatthe meeting might be at the Uni« 


verfity Church upon Monday the II of [anvary at twoofthe 
clock in the afternoon, becauſe ſome of his followers were va- 
willing to meet at Schools : They met accordingly; M* Er- 


bury deſired leaye to explaine himſelfe; and began much after 
this manner; 


Friends 


o 
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Friends, ard Fcilow-soldiers, and you gentlemen Scho. 
tars, 1am come hither this day to anſwer a publike Charge, 
and a private Challenge,G&ec, Whereas it did appeare indeed 
that Af. Erbary his Adhereots made the Challenge; bur 
that was not whited on, Maſter Erbary had fair leave to 
proceedin his Apology, He ſaid chat it was not his cuſtome 
to ipeake any thirng dogmatically, for he did proceed in all his 
Le<Rures by way ot irqui:y, How tree this Apology is may 
2ppear by the extracts of his three ſermons betore 2 andit ir 
nad been true, yet it 150 Apology; for thisisro be a meer 
Sceprique,and the ready way to teach his Auditors to queſticn 
all things nd beldzothing. But Matter Erbury was not aſh: = 
med to own this deceit, for he preſertly added that he ſpake 


- notas a Minifter tothem, for he had renounces bis M niftery 


long face in the preſence ofrie Bilhopz, nor vid he ſpeake as 
a gitred man knowing the myſtery o! Chrift , bur as one that 
wasto ſecke, and therefore ({aid he) wearenow upona way 
ot enquiry, we are /echtno out David end tve King, according 
to that Pcopheſie, Hoſea 3..5, For | find that Chris? i&5 a myſ- 
ter) kidden,xot manifeſtcd by the Prophets or the + Hpodiles, tor 
the Apoſtics faith he,did but fee Clit ina Glaſle darkly ; bur 


we,farh he,beholdthe glory of God {hining inthe man Chriſt, 


the face of Chrtt that is the erſon of ( briſt,and we have Chriſt 


ie vs the hope of g'ory,and thatis indeed The myſtery, Coloſſ.. 


L237 .Chrift as mithout us ts not the myſtery but Chriſt as tn us, 
Chriſt as bornin us, ſuffering and riſing in us, for our ſufferings 
are the filing up of Chriſts ſufferings, Coloſ.1 .24.Now though 
Paul knew Chrift ſuffering 10 him, yer Paul confefleth that he 
had not attained tothe reſurre&ion ofthe dead, Phr/.,3. 10, 
I 1.This myſtery theuwas manifefted only inpart to the Apoſtles, 
and primitive Chriſtians : but ever fince the Apoſtles ceaſed, 
this myſtery hath been a ſealed book,as you may ſce, Reve/.5. 
1.2.3, He that fitsupon the Throne is God, eventhe Father 
Ged bymſelfe, The book is ſealed with feyen ſeals, that is, per- 
feRly ſealed, and no man in Heaven or Earth, or uncerthe 
earth,is able to open this Booke, but this Booke ſhall be opened 
again when Chriſt ſhall come in his ſpirit inthe Saints, Revel. 
I0.1,2 thislictle book containsthe myſtery, Chriſt in " the 
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(40) 
hope of glory'; And when the ſ:yench Angel doth begin to 
ſound, the myſtery of God ſnall be finiſhed, Revel.rt0.7. Now 
this myſtery is nothing elſe but Chrift in the Saints, that i;, 
Chriſt & not a diftinft per ſon from the Saints; for the Saints 
and the Son make one perfe& man, Epheſians 4.7. $.9.12.13, 
Mefter Erbury had many other excurſions before he came to 
the queſtion : to which it was replyed,bur we ſhall give you a 
brict account. after Cheynelt defired to know of Haſter 
Erbury what that myſtery was, which Maſter Eroury was 
better acquainted with then the Apoſtles,or primitive Chrifti. 
ans; whether it was the myſtery of fairh and godlineſſe,a my- 


| ery neceflary to falyation;ifit were neceſſary to ſalvation;then 


ſure it was ſufficiemly revealed to the primitive Chriſtians: 
buts 3t be not a ſaving myftery ſaith Matter Cheynell let ws ne- 
ver trouble the people with it, 2, Maſter Cheynell defired to 
know how after Erbury came to open that booke, which no 
#141 im heaven or earth canoptn, 3» Maſter Cheynell asked 
him whether the ſeventh Trumper had yer founded, 4., Whe- 
ther Maſter Erbury had any new revelations which were not 
contained inthe Scripttre, 5, Whether he made bim{el{ an As 
poſtle,a Prophet or of ſame higher order , becauſe he pretended 
thatthere would be =o Miniſtry til new Prophets and «Apoſtles 
were ſent to gather the people of God aserſed abroad and tatima- 
ied that he bimſelfe knew more of the myery of Chriſt then the 
Prophets or Apoſtles. Maſter Erbury would not give any po. 
firive anſwer to any of theſe queſtions; tor he faid they were 
enſnariogqueſtions: To which Maſter Cheynell replyed,why 
then ou: meetiog will be to itcle purpotc if you will neicher ex- 
plain or vindicate your doctrine; Butthe truth is, Maſter 
Erbury ſaw he had oyerſhot himſelf in theſe elaborate exrra- 
vagancies,rather then expoſitions; for if he had ſaid that the ſc- 
TIP nad not yet founded, then it would haye fol- 
lowed : 

3, Thatthe myſtery which 2{afer Erbury pretends to be 
ſo well acquainted with is yet ſealed, andnot revealed to 2a- 
fter Ecbury, or any other, 


2. MaſterErburyby hisexpoſicion of Revel, 10,and E- 


Þ%c/. 4. compared togerher, doth oyenhrow hisowa opinion. 


and 
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ard confirme Turs,ifthe ſeventh Trumpet hath not yet four.- 
ded;forby both places layd together, if Maſter Earbury his 
expoſition be ſolid, Paitors and Teachers muZt be continned in 
the Charci,till the myſtery be finiſhed, and therefore till the [c- 
venth Trumpet hath ſounded, Revel, 10. 7. But the myſtery, 
ſzych Mafier Earb#ry, will notbe finiſhed till Chriſt and the 
Saints are made one perfe@t man, Epheſa4,II,12,13.There- 
fore there #5 fiitl need of Paſtors and Teachers in the Church if 
the ſeyeath Trumper hath not yer ſounded, and Maſter Ear- 
bury hath but deluded the people in pretending to deciare a 
ſecr:t to them, which will rot be declated rill the feyenth 
Trumpet bath fourd:d. Maſter (, b5neli 6d likewiſe defire 
themrto obſerve that Maſter Earbary did intimate that God the 
Fathcronly us Godof kimſelfe, and that the Saints are equall to 
Chri/?; but enough ofchatanon; After many circumlocutions 
Maſter Earbury did at length deſcend tothe queſtion, and laid 
downethis Tnehs, | 


The Samts have the ſame falusſſe of the Goahead dwellisg 
1n them, intye ſame mea(nre though n8t inthe ſame ma- 
nifefation, as it doth in Chriſt: but the Godhead hat! 
be manifeſt in the ſame manner and meaſure in the Saints 
a it 15 is Chriſt, | 

Mr.Earb#ry indeavoured to prove this propoſition by the 
14 of Iohn from the 2 verſe to the 20, From the 2and 3 wver- 
fes he raiſed this obſervation, That Chrift aſcended that be 
might receive the fulne(ſe of the Godhead for himſelfe, that ſo he 
might impart it unto us; becauſe he went to prepare a place 
for us, chat he might come againe and receive us to kimſelfe 
that where he is we might be alſo:but Chriſts manſion was 5 
the Father, verſe 10, therefore owr manſion ts tobe inthe Father , 
and the fulurſſe of the Gozheadu tobe imparted to us as it wsto 
Chriſt, Foy the Father ts the Godhead, and wearete be inthe 
Father, and the Father to dwell in us, as be dwelt in Chriſt, and 
Chriſt im the Father, 


Tothis expoſition rhere were theſe exceptions taken by our 

brother, | 
I, Chiift had the fulneſſe ofthe Godhead before hisaſcen- 
RS G ns * 
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ſion, and therefore Chriſt did not aſcend that he might re-. 
ceive the fulneſſe of the Godhead, 

2, If the Godhead were imparted toary Saint, that Saint 
wouldbe as Chriſt is, truly God, 

3» The Saints are not in the Father,as Chriſt is inthe Father; 
forthe divine Pcrſons are #:va6o do: quis ape ots;, they arc in 
one another becauſe they have one and the fame inficite el 
ſerce, they are al|three one ard the fame God, | 

4. The Father is not the Godhead, becauſe the Father if 

we ſpeak properly, is the ffi Pezſop, the Godhead i: the na- 
ture of all three P.rions, 

His next Argument was taken from Tohy 14. 12, The Saints 
have a greater power then exer Chriſt had, for eyeryore that 
believes m Cerift may doe greater works then ever Chriſt did. 

Our brother anſwered, that the ſpeech was bed, they. 
ſhould doe greater works they theſe, that is, greater then the 


miracles which Chriſts ſpeech referred ro, and therefore Ma- 


ſer Earbary did ill comnterprer the Text, as if che words were 


to be fimply and univerſally raken, when it is eviceat that 


they are to be reſtrained quoad materiam [ubiettaw; for Chriſt 
did fatisfie the juſtice of God for the fins of all the ele, which 
no Saint could ever baye done. M. Earbary was asked whether 
he would acknowledge that Chriſt fati:fied Gods juſtice for 
the fins of ajl the ezeR? but he would nor an{weryea, orno, 
but faid that M, ChegueiZendeayoured to intrap him M. Ear. 
bury aid thatthe Apoitles gaue the Holy Ghoſt, which was a 
orcater workthenever Thrift did, M. Chenell defired him 
proyerhatthe Apoſiics gavethe Holy Ghoſt as Chriſt did, by 


theirowne immediate power, or proyethat Chrift did not | 
oIve the Holy Ghoſt. M. Earbery replyed, that Chrift did not | 


vive the Holy Ghoſt before his aſcenſion; and fo retreated to 
bis fic hold, as if Chrift had aſcended, that he might receive 
ſucha fulnefſe of the Godhead as did enable him to give the 
Holy Ghoft. Our brother defired them who were accquainted 
with the Socinian coptroyerfies,toobſerye that 7, Earba 

had not his reyelation from Heauen, but Pelaxd: and defired 


M4. Farvaryroconfider that Chriſt ſatisfied for the fins of the 
cleAbetore his Aſcenfion «© 


Maſter 


————. 


i ew Wo 


(43) 


| M, Earbary his next proofwas taken from Toby 14.20.21, 


Fh.17.5e21,22.from whence he colleed that the ſame fulnes; 


of the Godnead wasgivento the Saints wehwas oive toChrift, 
for the Saints have the ſame glory becauſe they arc one with 
Chriſt,perieCtiy one with him, as the Father is one with him, 8 
cherefore the fulnefle of the Godhead dels in them, The ſame 
olory which Chrift asks forin the 5 verſe, he givesto the Saints 
ver{e 22, of the 17,0 ohn, there is the (am? union between 
Ciriſt aud the Saints which is between Chriſt and this Father, 
verſe 21. 23.che ſam: love verſe 2 3, 1 fy rhe fame love, faich 
M, Earbury, (peaks in as bigh a meaſnre as y0u will,  willprove 
the (ame meaſure, nay there is 4 higher meaſureof love expreſſed 
zo the Saints then to Chriſt thoughin a myſtery there ts the ſame 
love andthe ſame union thatis, an union 5f iou Many an{wers 
were given tons Argument which need nacbe reveated, To 
that concerning union with Carlt, ic was anſwered to this cf- 
fet, That the union betweene Chiilt and the Saints is ei= 
ther a myſtical union by faith, or a morall unionby love,or a 
oloricus union by a bearificell fruition, And becauſe CH, Eay- 
bury prefledithe word ( 45:) one with the Father as Chriſt is 
03e; our brother anſwered, thatthere was a received diſtin= 
Rion among Divines,ſicat veritatis, ſicut equalitatis fieut f111- 
lizadinis, (Ac) doth lometimes note onely the truth of a thing; 
and fo the union between Chriſt and the Saints isa true union, 
a reallchough a myRicall and ſpirituall union, 2. (As) notes 
no egnality in that place of /ohn,though it may note a fimili- 
zude , fo the proportion and diſtance be obſerved betweene 
creatures and their Creator, Finally, 34. Cheynell told him 
char the interpretation {melt too irong of Poland, when he 
'ntimated that there was ouly an union of love, between the Fae 
ther and Chrift, for there is alſo an anion of xature ; but there 
i5not an union of gature between God and the Saints:the ſaints 
are joyned to Chriſt by faith, and are therefore one ſpirit with 
him, I Cor.6.17.bur they are not ove God with him, 

Then MM Earbury infilted very long upon Celeſſ2. becauſe 
that Chapter doth explainthe myſtery of God even the Father, 
and of Chriſt, verſe 2, though the Spirit that is the power of 
God (as we faid before) even Chri3, who is the wildome of 
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(44) 


God,andhe power of God doth manifeſt himſelf, fch,T 4 2 x, 
The Father is the eternall God, Godin him/cif and of bim{elfe 
greater then all, and higheſt of all: the Father is the Godhead, 
and he file the man Chriſt with all the fulneſſe of the Godhead, 
Colofl, 2. 9. For Chrift hath all given to hing as the Saints have; 


8xd 45 there is, the fullacfie of the Godhead im Cirift, fois 


thcre alſo in the Saints, For they are a:7)5pou9m:: Verſe I 0, 

which is rendred compleat, now the Saints are not compleat till 
they are filled with all the falueſſe of God, Epieſ,z.19. filled with 

love, for God us love aud that love wherewith we are filled © God: 

Slledwith Chriſt the wiſdome of God and with the ſpirit the pows 
er of God with thoſe three that are in Heaven: this is the my lie- 
ry andit is incomprehevfible, for the /oveof God to Chriſt and 
the Saints ts Incompretenſuble. 

We fear that you would be tired out, if all that was obje- 
ed againſt this expoſition ſbould be related; but it muſt be 
obſerved, firtt,that when M., Earberylpeaks of God, he faith, 
God eventhe Father | and when he mentions the Father, he 
faich.che Father is God himelfe, the eternall God &c, wheres 
by he doth intimate, that Chriſt is not God of himſelf, the eter- 
xall God,equall to his Father, Oar brother theretore cook ex- 
ceptions againſt theſe expreſſions, becauſe they ſeemed not 
ro drop from M. Earbzry, bu: to be affeRed fince they were 
{o ofcen repzared, M. Cheynell offered to prove that Chriff is 
God by vature, God of bins{clfe equall to his Father, M Earbury 


replied dear Sir, youare not to diſpute, but to anſwer what 


I objeR; whereas indeed M. Earbaury was to have been re- 
{pondent, and did make a Specch inſtead of a Suppolſicion for 
the explication of his Theſis, and therefore M, Cheyne!l ſhould 
have had free liberty to have diſputed, and M, Earbary was 
engagedto anſwer his arguments, but when that wouid nor 
be permitted, and M. Earbary defired our brother ro confider, 
that that phraſe Gedby nature, was no Scriptare phraſe, Ma 
ſter Cheynellreplyed, Sir, now it appearsthat you are not fo 
well readin Scripcure as youpretend tobe, you may readrhe 
expreſſion, Gal. 4. 8. aud chough you will norgive me leave 
to diſpute, yer ſuffer me roexpound the place, and ſhew the 
ground of my Expoſition; The Apoſtic ſheys in this pies 
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T. That religious ſervice muſt be performed to noxe but to bing 
that is Godby nature from h:nce it will follow, that if Chtift be 
not God by nature, we ov2Atnot to perform religious (eryic 
ro jeſus Chrift, | 

2. Thc Apoille ſh-ws that 2hey creign5r ant of God jube per - 
form [erwice to them h3 arenot Gras by nature, 

3. M.Chenll ſhewed that Corift was God by natwre, ſub- 
ſfiftmag in the form of God, and wx: God equalito his Father and 
proved it from Phil, 2.6. 5 pigzh $55 vary ſul fiſting in 
tre form of Goa, thought it ao rodbecy to be equa'l with God, 
He who t in the form of God,and withont prejudice to the Father 
e144 to im mat nieds be God by natare, the ſelfe ſame God 
(:rougn nor perion ) with te Fataer; and therefore an Inge 

endent G0 Goa tn himſelf, God of hunſclf the eternal God , Uo 


o 


i robbery to make are Gods then one, It 15 robbery to make the 
Sawutsequai with Ged bat it ts n1robvery to make God the Sonu 
equal wit God the Father, becenſe Ciriſt is Godby nature, but 
no S211 13 God by nature; the fulnce of the Godhead, all 
the fulnefle of the Godhead dwels, and d wels bodily, that is, 
really, ( for body is oppoſcd co ſhadow) iatae perſon ofthe 
Lord Icfus, And tnecetore it is evident, that the ſame fulnefſe 
ofthe Godhead which i3 in Chriſt, is nottruly and really in a> 
ny Saint, The Congregation receivea this expoſition with & Jene= 
rall out and acclamation; but M, Cheynell deſired them to 

erbear, aad told chem that if he could not intreat them to be fo 
tent, he would ſilence hin{clfe and proceed ma further, leaſt ſuch 


teftimanies of approbatia might give offence or cauſe diſturbance. 


2. Dcfited ine company to take notice that M. Earbury cale 
l:d the Sp:tic,the power of Goa, amet a5 oft as he had occaſion 
to mentioa the Spirit, winch expreſſion did coo plainely de- 
clare that M, Earbary aeid correſpondence with the vociatans 
in their hereticall opinions, M, Earbary profeſſed chac he ne- 
yer rcad any of their » zirings, and yer when M. Chenell die 
Ainoviſhed berween che ſpur and the graces of rhe Spiric, a 
little after, M. Earh4r7 fargot himſelf, and faid, thac was a 
Polandiſine, conceiving that the ſpirit was by thar diſtinRion, 
imp-iſoned in Heaven, and he began to tell a Rory of ſcrae 


caft out by a Syaod for ſuch exprettions ; and when Ms Chey- 
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xell did diſtinguiſh afterward bec ween Chriſt conſidered as a 
glorified man, and as the Lord of glory; M.Earbury faid, glori. 
fied man was one of the Polonian expreſſions : let the Reader 
judge whether M, Earbary never read any of the Polonian 
Wriiters. 3. Out brother defired M, Erbxryto deal plainely 
and clearly with him; whether he did acknowledge and be- 
lieve three Perſons and one God? eur brothers queſtion was 
erounded upon M, Eargwry his mention of three ta Heaven , 
and yet his frzquent confounding of the Son witi the Spirit; 
' for ſure if the Son be the Spiric, as he doth commonly preach, 
there cannot be three in Reaveo, for the Son and the (pirit are 
but one as he concetv?s; ny, there will be but one in Heaven, 
for the $5n isno:hing bur the wiſdome of the Father, or the 
power of ene Father, and fo there will be no more divine per= 
ſons in Heaven, but the Father only, Beſides, M. Earbary ſay- 
ivg thar the Father is the z27ze God, and God'ss love, and the Son 
i wiſdome,and the Fpirit © power, M. Earbury ſeerned to put 
offhis Auditory witha 7rinity of Al:rivates tnifeagof a Trins. 
ty of Perſons,and conſequently to make wany Threes in Heaven, 
for #nſtice, mercy, eternity , will make another three in thu ſenſe, 
But M, Earbary (aid, that he came not thitherto be catechi- 
ſeg; but it was ezfie to reply chat he came thither to cxplaine 
himſelf, and fatisfiethe Congregation, which could not poſ= 
fibly be done unlefſe he would give politive anſwers to pe;ti- 
nentqueſtions, M, Earenry told us, that the fulaefle of the 
Godhead ſhould be revealed more clearely hereafter in the 
fleſh ofthe ſaints atthe ſound of the leveath Trumpet, bur ir 
was more clearely reyealedin the Prophets , then by the A. 
poliles, becaulethe Apoſtles were moſt taken up with writing 
about Faith and particalar things, yet lohn the Divine wrote 
clearly of it, T lobx 3.2.2nd therefore he pronounced all chem 
to be Antichriſtian, who did not believe that there ts the ſame 
falzefſe of the Godbeadin ((hrift and allthe ſaints, which he con- 
ceiyed to be yery cleare from the 1 John 4. 2.3.that is, ſaith 
he, whoſoever denics that Chriſt ts in ws, is Amtichrift, for by 
fleſh is not meant the bamane »ature, faith M, Earbary, but 
the coming of Chriſt ts the manifeſtation of the Godhead in the 
fieſh of Saints, for Chriſt hinſelfe is the Spirit with God, Our 
redo = Cc... es 


pb _——_. 


4% © 


(47) | | 
F brocher was here forcedto lay open M. Earbary,and declare 
| thatM. Earbary conceived that Chriſt was man before the 
- | world was, and therefore though he came into the world wo 
l be made of a woman, yet he came not to be made 9149, but to 
7 be made fleſh, Hereupon Mr, Farbzry charged our brother 
: with revealing of ſecrets,and ſaid, that he had delivered him- 
: {elſe tothat purpoſe ina private Conference. Our brother re- 
plied, that he had not ſpoken a word about that Argumenr, 
if M, Earbury had not led him into ir, by his perplexed dif- 
courſe, and pronounced ſuch a cenſure upon all men, that are 
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G not of Ris mind, as to ſay, they are Antichriſtian, | ; 
, | Maſter Earbnry infilted much upon Fpheſ.3. 19. That ye Sce learned | 
e may be filled wich all the fulnefſe of God; which our brother M- Bayne his 
_ {zid, was to be expounded by Thy 1.16: of his fulnefle we umn ag SA , 1] 
= have all receiv£d grace for grace, Divers are ſaid inthe Scrip- akon, ; 
_ rure tO be full ofthe Holy Ghoſt when they are /fficiently 
it |} enabledtoperform'the antes witch belong to their preſent eſtate ; 
ard are growing up rowaras that falueſe, which all the Saints _ 
1,  foall extoywhen God es all inal | 
I But 24. Earbury emed moſt confident when he cameto 
i. urge his Arguments, iaKen out olthe Book of the Revelations. 
e | The firft was drawen from Rexel, 2. 26, The Saints hauethe 
E ame power over the nations t0 crnſh and breake them that Chriſt 
= bimſelfe hat þ, Theznlwer was, that the Saints did not oyer- 
e {| come by theirowne firevgth, butby che firength of Chriſt. 
e { Chriſtdothovercome, and wetriumph,we have a ſhare in that 
F: victory which Chriſt gaines by his owne arm, John 16,33 True 
” | faith H.Earbery but che Son hath xo power of himſelf, he hath 
= 1. fromthe Father, and {o haye the Saints, and the Saints haye 
_ the ſame power that Chriſt hath, 
5 Our brother denied this bold affertion , becauſe the Saints weld off. 
& arcnot Omniporent, nor hath the Farher given power tothe ,, * | 
- | Saints roquicken whore they will, nor have the Saints life in 
h themſelves, as the Son hath fe in bim{elfe, and the Father in 
x |} bimſelfe, Tohn 5.21,26. 
it His next argument was taken from Rewel. 3.21. The Saints | 
c bave the (am: bononr, worſhip, throxe,g ory that the Souhath, nay | 
C the ſame with the Father, aud therefore they bave the ſame God- 
T beads pe _ Our 
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Our brother sn{wered, that hard andobſcuve places of Scrip.. 
tare ſhould be expornded by plaixe places, Butit is clear that all 
men oughtto honour tne Son even asthey honour the Father, 
Iohn 5.23. and itisas Clear thar the Saints are vot tobe hoxou- 
red as the Father ts, whom M,Earbary acknowledperh to be 
Gd of himſelf, higheft of all, and greateſt of all: to give that 
honour to the Saints, which is dueto the Father is Robbery 
and Idolatry, aud to maintaine that it is due to the Saints ts loud 
blaſphemy. There was another anſwer giyen more GireQ to 
thatyery Text, Revel. 3.21, our brother ovlcryed a diſtin- 
Qion of Thrones exprz{ly mentioned inthe very Text; The 
Saints ſhall Gt with Chriſt in h#s Throne; but Chrilt firs with 
his Father in his Fathers Tbrone: Chiiſt therefore muttbe con- 
ſidered as a glorified an, and {o the Saints ſhall firupon the 
ſame Throne that Chriſt fits on 45 4 glorified man; but if Chrit 
be confidered asthe Lord of Glory, as the ſame God with his 
Father, ſo he firs upon the ſame Throze with his Father, Now 
though Chriſt promiſe that the Saints ſhall fir wich him in hz 
Throne, yer he doth nor ſay, that they fhall fit cowne in he 
Fathers Throne as he himſelf aoth who is inthe Father, andone 


God with the Father, Nothing is more clear in Scripture then 


that yo man ſave he that is God.man is tobe advanced tothe 
right bandof the CMaiefty on high, above all that ts namedin the 
world to come, Ephe/. 1.20,21. 

His third argument eut of the Book of the Revelation, was 
grounded upon chapter 21.7, They who inherit all things have 
the ſame fulneſſe of the Godhead in them which Chriſt had 
who was heir of all things, HHeb.1.2, 

Qur brother anſwered, that Chriſt is the vatzral! Heir of 
God,that we are the adopied Heirs of God, Chrift is Heir of 
all things 57 zature, becauſe he is God &y natare but the Szints 
are Heirs by free grace; whatever bleſſiogs they inioy from 
their eleion to their glorification, proceeds from free and 
rich grace, 4s they areelefted, {o are they called, tuſtified, ſantti- 
fied, and glorified by free ou Ard the firſt Chapter to the 
Hebrews doth puta diliinition berween Chriit andthe Saints, 
as is evident by the worke of Creation v2. his [atisfattion, v.3. 
his eternall generation,v.5, wemuli not fayto a Saint a5 oo 
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doth to Chriſt Thy Throw? 6 Godendnrethfaratur, vel.s, 

M. Erbury promiſed us three Arguments more and threat= 
ned to draw them up into form. 

His firſt Argument was taken from I/ay 6T+«1.to 7. They 
v-ho areannointed as Chrift,are to preach the Goſpel to the 
World, and whom the World ſhall own asthe only Mioitters 
of Chriſt anc ſhall honour as the Son, they have the tuluefie of 
the Godhead in them: bur the Saints are annomnted withthe 
Godhead, &c. therefore, 

There being but one clauſe ofthe major pertinent to tae point 
in hand, M. Erbery was defired to proye that the ſaints were ane 
noted with the Goahead, 

Mr. Erbary endeavoured to prove it by this Argnment. 
They who know all things are anxoiuted withthe Godhead: but 


; {| 15+ Saints know all things therefore the Saints are annointed with 
the ſodbead, Z | 
| Our brother thewed that this was a ranaty ,aurere tom I 
quid ad dillamſimpliciter ; Theanſwer was,that the Saints do 
; know all things ſve m#do,that is, all things neceſſary to falya- 
| | | tion, butthey doe not know all things {imply and univerſally, 
, Þ} becauſethey are wot emmiſcient, They who are emniſcient are a= 


| nointed with the Goatead; but 5c, The $1uts are not omni(- 

| cient therefore they are net annointed with the Godhead;the con- 
rcary you feefollows from thar medium, M.Chepnell therefore 

| made « evident that uvlefie| by knowise all things] was meant 
| that they were omniſcient,the major was falſe;it he took thoſe 

| terms in one ſenſe inthe major, and another in the minor, it. 
£ was a falſe Syllogiſme conſiſting of four terms, as may appear 
f |} tothe eye. 

They who are omniſciext are aunointed with the Godhead, 


mw LÞ Us 


E 

T But the Saints know all things nec:ſſary to ſalvation, 
1 therefore the (aints are annoimted with the Godhead. 

. {T M. Erbury aid that Omniſcient was no {cripture-terme, 
e | ourbrother deſired him to prove that the Saints knew 4s much 
;, | & God knoweth, or take ſomeothermedium; tor though ic 


was impoſſible to prove the propoſition denied, yethe might 
d | findeout ſome moreprobable medium. X4r. Erbmry tryed dis 
h rers other wayes but could pot conclude, and therefore our 
ooo on En brother. - 
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brother being 2lmoſt quite ſpeor,concluded che exerciſe 25 he 
beozn with prayer. es | 
We ſhall rot ſtand ro make generall obieryations upon all 
A, Erbary's dues, vutthe defigne is evident, the Hagi- 
Aracy and CHmitiry of this Kingdome ate borh aimed ar, 
þ:cauſe godly ( Ainitters preach up rhe power of agiſtrates, 
an prudent AZagiltrates countenance pious Miniſters who 
weie ordained(by a Coliedge of AZnifters ſeparated from Rome 
and Arzichrift, by a profefied {ubjeQionto Jeſus Chrift)and 
ſer apart to preach the Golpel of Chriſt, by which all diſcer- 
ning Chriftigs know, Antchrilt barn been much weakned and 
will in time be quite overthrown, Nay, it is cleare that ail wels 
eround:d policy for the affairs of this life, is grounded upon 
Rehgion tor God, and {o godli:sffe under God by his ordi= 
nance heaps ailbleſiings upon the wiſeſt, and wel- built Srate,it 


doth uphold ard maintaine all Common-weals in an bez 
WR «aig LY VECOME the land of [ſmmannel:; 


—_————xriwea 
nowthe Chritian religion cannot be upheld without a Chri. 
ſian JZmiſtry ; for if a Afiniftry had not been necefiary, Chrif 
would not have inſtituted it; being neceſiary, Chriſt will con- 
cinue it, for Chrift will aot be wanting to his Churh in things 
that are neceſſary for its edification and encreaſe ; the Afinle 
firy then being inſtituted, and therefore neceffary, muſt be 
maintained ; for vo Chrittian or company of Chriſtians muſt 
preſume toaboliſhan In3irution of Jeſus Chriſt, The end of 
the Mwiſtry isto w: rkuponthe conſcience for the reftrajar 
of 11, andto beet ſuch graces as do incline both Governors 
to rule, andinteriors to obey according to the word ; finally 
to nouriſh juſtice and charity, temperance and fortitude, 
amongſt all ſorts of men, and therefore the © Miniſtry doth in 
#5 order vy Gods bleſſing much ſerve for the preſerving of Com- 
mon-weals, the glorifying of Goa, and the ſaving of ſouls. They 
thenthat ate enemiesto the Jfiniftry, are enemies to the wel- 
fare of States and Churches, When Mr, Erbary can prove that 
the {aints are equallco Jeſus Chirſt,we will acknowledge that 
the ſaints may both preach, and o:daine Preachers, 
We were bold upun ſuch iad conſiderations astheſegto write 


thisfollowing Letter to our Noble and more viRtorious chen 
riumphant Geaerall, I May 


! 


— LOS. 


Pr" . 


(51) 

May it pleaſe your Excellency, 
0 take theſe few lines mto your ſaddeſt thoughts «* We are 
commanaea to give an account tothe Parlizment of the late 
of this Univerſuy, and City, MF. Erbury doth publickly deliver 
divers blaſphemous errenrs in this City, ſuch as theſe, Thatthe 


{fulneſſe of the Godhead doth dwcll ia the Saints it the ſame 


meaſure, though not in the ſame manifeſtation as it doth. in 


| Chriſt; and that the Godhead ſhall be after the ſame warner 


mn the ſaints, as itis in Chriſt ; the Saints ſhall have che ſame 
worſhip, honour, Throne, glory, that Chriſt hath,and a more 


glorious power to do greater works then eyer Chriſt did be. 
fore þi3 Alcenfion. ZTe will not acknowledge That Jeſus Chriſt 
is God of himſelfe,God by nature,and the ſame true God with 
the Father; the trnth i,we are not able to recount all his erronrs 


1 end bleſphemies, but be hath been dealt with, firſt by Letter, ſe- 
{condly, by Conference he was admoniſhed in private, and (when 


be would not ceaſe to ſeduce divers godly perſons of this City who 
[are committed to our care by both Henſes of Parliament ) be wat 

publickly refuted in the Pniverſity Church, Colonel Ingolsby 
| bath been made ſo [enfible of his intolerable inſolence,that he hath 
(44 we ave aſſured) caſytered him, andyet be contiunes in the 


| Garriſo#; we make our adarcſſe to your Excellency before we 


| wake any complaint, or give up our account to the Parliament 
I (which maſt be done within this moneth )that your Excellency and 


{wethat arc ſo deeph entruſtca,ma) both give up onr acconntwith 
| ion, The reſt of our brethren are of our indgment, but are wot 


wow preſent with us, Nay, it ts granted by all in our Aſſembly, 
| that zone are to be tolerated, whoſe erronrs are contrary to the 


| common principles of Chriſtianity , and we do thankefully remems. 


| ber when werceived ſuch noble entertainment at your Quarters, 
| that yor did zcaloufly declare your indoment againſt 4 licentions 
| breeding of damnable doAlrings : We recommend this weighty 
bufineſſe to your care, and yon and your Armyto God as it be. 
wmmetb 6 

Your Excellencies humble ſervants. 
7 | | H. Wilkinſon, F.Cheqnell. 
fo | Hen. Langly, H,Corwiſs. 


(52) 
Upon thereceipt ofthis Letter, his Excellency returned this- 
gracious and ſatisfaRory anſwer, 


Genilemen, 


| Cannot but acknowledge this 4: a very "ae reef tome and 


thic Army to give me Copnizance of what you apprehend tou. 
ching MEdury, befare Ra ods more publick addreſſes, as 
likewiſe of your fair and religions carriage to bim, in admoniſh- 
ment and reaſonable debate with him ; T hope I ſhall take care to 
prevent your further trouble in this matter; and therefore have 
{ent to him to appear before me ; I ſhould be nnwilling to be found 
one who ſhould either countenance any member of this Army di- 
ftarbing the civil peace and power (under whoſe proteftionwe all 


are)or maintaining ſuch Erronrs as impeach a greater power and 


ſoveraignty,to which all men(who profeſſe themſelves(|briftiant) 


muſt acknowledge themſelves ſubiett : And this ts all, that at ; 


this time 1 ſhall trouble you wath, with thus further deſire; That 


inſach caſes as theſe{if any hereafter happen) you would continue 
the ſame love and reſþe unto me, which t5,and (ball be very much - 


acknowledged by, | 
Northampton, = Your very affeRionate friend, 
I41.30.1646, T: Faikrax, 


We humbly conceive italrogerher needlefſeto give any far- 


ther account ofthe Univerſity in regardthe Viſtation approch- 
eth,and therefore we ſhall notanticipate their work. 


As for the Cicy,we muſt needsfay, we have found amo 


many ofthem much loye and reſpe&; we can ſpeakir, (and 


we defire todo it to Godsglory ) he hath given us ſome eyi- 
dent pledges of our Miniſtry among diyers, who have been ſo 


far wrought upon,that they haye in a publick manner renoun- 
cedand abominated that bloudy Oxford-Oath, which they had 


formerly taken, defiring upon a Faſting day to be humbled for | 


that fin in a ſpeciall manner, and alſo that the Congregation 


would-be carneft with Godin prayer for a pardon for them, - 


Others both'in the Univerſity and City will acknowledpe,that 


God by us his weak contemned ſervants hath began that you 
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and glorious work of grace in their hearts,ſo that we have had 
the lot of Parlin Athens, ſome mocked, others ſleighted him, 
but certain clave to him and believed, AF. 17.3 2. 34. 
Thushave we faithfully and truly given you an account .of 
the moſt remarkable paſſages which- have fallen out fince our 
comingto Oxferd,in which you may eafily ſee how unjuſtly we 
have been ſcandalized, how the truth hath by ſome been bla- 
ted,how Herefies have been fomented, and wetruſt, in ſome 
meaſure refuted : And now we hope thatthe premiſes may pre- 
ſeat both adyantage and opottunity to both Houſes of Parlia- 
ment to conſider ſeriouſly of ſome expedient,, for the ſpeedy 
preventing of the farther ſpreading dangerouserrours, and the 


promoting of our covenanted reformation, as in all pares ofthe _ 


Kingdome,{o eſpecially in this Uniyerſity. 
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